MINUTES

JEFFERSON COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

DECEMBER 16, 2009
The Towers

500 Market Street, 2nd Floor

Steubenville, Ohio

7:00 P.M.
Present:



              

Scott Fabian, President, R-Steubenville


Anna Otto, A-Mt. Pleasant             
     Township






Phil Piciacchia, A-Yorkville        
Terry Bell, Vice President, R-Salem Township

Jon Sperry, A-Stratton          
Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary, R-Toronto


Dan Stone, A-Springfield Township 
Jeffrey Bonecutter, R-Wayne Township


Ed Willison A-Amsterdam      
Rich Brownlee, R-Bloomingdale               


Bill Cermak, R-Smithfield Township  


COUNTY ENGINEER        
Mark Clark, R-Island Creek Township


James Branagan, P.E.        
Teresa DiCarlantonio, R-Steubenville



Donnie Elder, R-Knox Township     


GUESTS
Joe Ellis, R-Wells Township                            

Brandon Andresen, Jefferson Soil and Water
Adrian Ferroni, R-Jefferson County               

   Conservation District
Mayor Pat Freeland, R-Smithfield 


John Brown, Brooke, Hancock, Jefferson
John Hartline, R-Jefferson County               
     
    Metropolitan Planning
Mayor Ray Jeskey, R-Adena                    

Ed Looman, Progress Alliance       
Joe Kmatz, R-Springfield Township     

  
Chris Madar, Jefferson County Data 
Charles Kokiko, R-Mt. Pleasant Township
   
    Processing                              
Frank Litva, R-Warren Township             

Jim Stone, Bergholz                   
Mike Paprocki, R-Jefferson County           

                       
Matt Parise, R-Wintersville           



STAFF                                
Melody Pesta, R-Ross Township  


Domenick Mucci, Jr. Director      
Judy Ruckman, R-Mingo Junction   


Betty Lou Tarr, Administrative Assistant
Carl Sgalla, R-Tiltonsville                     

                             
Mayor Harry Thomas, R-Richmond        

 
Lou Vandeborne, R-Cross Creek Township
Dean Conners, A-Rayland     
Mayor David Gaffney, A-Bloomingdale
Rich Gatchel, A-Dillonvale

Gary Griffith, A-Bergholz

Mark Heskett, A-Dillonvale

David McGee, A-Irondale

Dan Morgan, A-Brush Creek Township

Norm Morris, A-Saline Township

OPENING OF MEETING:
President Fabian opened the official JCRPC meeting by asking for a moment of silence after which the membership recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL:
Vice-President Bell called the Roll which determined there were enough representatives and alternates present to constitute a quorum. 
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MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 18, 2009 MEETING







A motion was made by Mr. Vandeborne to accept the minutes of the November 18, 2009 meeting; seconded by Mr. Parise; motion passed unanimously. 
COMMUNICATIONS – There were no communications.


President Fabian reported that Mayor Freeland, President of the Mayor’s Association, wanted to speak.  Mayor Freeland explained on December 9th the Mayor’s Association held a meeting and a unanimous decision was made to have the Mayor’s of Jefferson County draft a letter to send to the Commissioners and Sheriff.  Mayor Freeland had copies of the letters which were sent and asked all the Mayor’s or their representative to see her to receive their copy.

Terry Bell reported the Recreation and Resource Commission met in Columbus at the Ohio Department of Natural Resources last week and they decided to postpone the decision to decertify Jefferson State Lake Park until late Spring which gives the county more time to get their items in order. He reported to the townships on the up and coming legislation for road damage. The County Commissioners Association of Ohio is forming a task force to include commissioners, engineers, highway patrol, sheriff department, prosecutors, and a township trustee from Jefferson County to be on the committee to start a state wide movement to get a new law created for damage.
COMMITTEE REPORTS – There were no reports at this time.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT  


Planner’s Position
 -  The deadline to receive applications was December 4th.  We have received thirty eight (38) applications/resumes.  The executive board along with the Director is reviewing the applications.  The Director plans to do some phone interviews and shortly after the beginning of the year they will be doing some personal interviews and hopefully they will have a name by the January meeting to present to the full commission.



Citizen Representatives - Mr. Mucci explained that we have three (3) citizen representatives on our Board that basically needs the approval of the Board of County Commissioners every year.  He will be making the request for these citizens which are John Hartline, Michael Paprocki, and Adrian Ferroni at the Board of County Commissioners meeting tomorrow morning. The Director already received the approval of the executive board and now is asking for the approval of the full commission.  A motion was made by Mayor Freeland to give the approval to the Director; seconded by Mayor Thomas; motion passed unanimously.

FY2009 CDBG FORMULA PROGRAM – The County was awarded $249,000.00.  We have received the grant agreement back from the state.  We have completed our environmental review.  We are now in the process of receiving Request for Proposals (RFP) for the home repair program.  The following is a breakdown for the FY2009 Grant:  $48,000.00 to each of the following entities for Street Improvements, Warren Township and the Villages of Yorkville and Irondale.  $61,500 for Home/Building Repair; $6,000.00 Fair Housing, and $37,350.00 for Administration.


FY2010 CDBG FORMULA PROGRAM – Dillonvale, Empire and Knox Township hopefully your thinking about your projects.  If you know your projects and can identify them, please submit them to the office, if not shortly after the first of the year you will need to submit the projects.

The Ohio Neighborhood Stabilization (NSP) – for Region 19 and Jefferson County is moving forward.  Six (6) out of the eight (8) demolitions are under contract in Toronto with two (2) out of the six (6) completed.  The Director has received some indications from Warren Township and Cross Creek Township and Amsterdam about possible work being done in those areas since the program has been expanded county wide.
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USEPA GRANT –   RMT Consultants is now on board.  We held our first Jefferson County Task Force meeting on December 2nd.  We held a conference call on December 11th with our consultant and both USEPA offices.  Between now and January 2nd the Director will fine tune our work plan and submit it at the beginning of the year.  Our first quarterly process report is due by the end of January.  We are still in the process of identifying sites, if anyone knows of anybody who would give us permission to do a Phase I and II study, please forward the name to the office.
WEB SITE – www.rpc.jeffersoncountyoh.com continues to be updated. Recently we added the information about our brownfield grant.  .  After you visit the site if you have any suggestions, please let us know.  There have been a couple of people who have registered on the site.

FINANCIAL REPORT – Betty Lou Tarr reported to date we have received $ 155,608.60 and the expenditures to date are $134,790.74 which leaves a balance of $20,817.86.  We will complete the year in the black.  She reported Mr. Mucci also wanted her to report on the FY2007 CDBG Formula Program audit which the state performed.  The letter stated everything went well and it stated specifically in it “Jefferson County Regional Planning Commission has demonstrated improvement in the administration of this program.”  

Mr. Mucci wished everyone a safe and Merry Christmas and he just wanted to make it clear to everyone that the get together which we are having this evening and the get together we had last Christmas and the hot dogs and hamburgers we had in the summer was not paid for the by the county.  Mr. Mucci himself has paid for everything as a Christmas present to everyone.

NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be January 27, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.  on the second floor of the Towers. 

ADJOURNMENT:
Mr. Elder moved that the meeting be adjourned; seconded by Mr. Sperry; motion carried

unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary

As per Betty Lou Tarr
