MINUTES

JEFFERSON COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

SEPTEMBER 23, 2015
The Towers

500 Market Street, 2nd Floor

Steubenville, Ohio

7:00 P.M.
Present:
Scott Fabian, President, R-Steubenville Township
Dan Morgan, R-Brush Creek Township


Danny Householder, Vice-President, R-Saline             Geno Morelli, R-Cross Creek Township

Township      





Sam Grafton, R-Island Creek Township
Ken Stanley, Secretary, R-Irondale
          
  
John Danko, R-Knox Township
Brandon Andresen, R-Jefferson County    

Richard Richetti, R-Mt. Pleasant Township
Mike Paprocki, R-Jefferson County

  
Phil Jordan, R-Ross Township
Teresa DiCarlantonio, R-Steubenville

     
Eric Mercer, R-Salem Township
          
Richard Trzaskoma, R-Toronto



Dan Cermak, R-Smithfield Township   

Mayor Gary Pepperling, R-Amsterdam


William Stewart, R-Springfield Township
Cathy Devitt, A-Amsterdam



Frank Litva, R-Warren Township

  


Ron Gower, R-Bergholz




Gini Chandler, R-Wayne Township
Mayor David Gaffney, R-Bloomingdale


Joe Ellis, R-Wells Township




Kelly Bauknecht, R-Dillonvale

Mayor John Fabian, R-Mingo Junction


GUESTS


Mayor Charles Bannanio, R-Mt. Pleasant

Kay Hilderbrand, Amsterdam             


Mayor Tammy Morelli, R-Rayland

Jon Sperry, R-Stratton




STAFF
Dan Signorini, R-Tiltonsville



Domenick Mucci, Jr., Director
Karen Vargo, R-Yorkville
         



Rich Fender, Planner








Betty Lou Tarr, Administrative Assistant
OPENING OF MEETING:

President Fabian opened the official JCRPC meeting by asking for a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL:
Vice President Householder called the Roll which determined there were enough representatives and alternates present to constitute a quorum. 
MINUTES OF JUNE 24, 2015 MEETING








A motion was made by Mayor Gaffney  to accept the minutes of the June 24, 2015  meeting; seconded by Mr. Andresen; motion passed unanimously. 
COMMUNICATIONS – Director Paprocki from the Brooke Hancock and Jefferson Metropolitan Planning Commission (BHJ) gave a presentation on some projects which the state is doing in Ohio.  He started out with a project which will be coming up at the end of October at the intersection of University Boulevard and State Route 7 at the foot of the Veterans Bridge where the Railroad Bridge is they are going to be displacing the left turns down by the school.  If you are going south on S.R. 7 and 22 east to approach the bridge they are going to redo the ramp which comes out to University Boulevard as well.  He said it is about a $12 million dollar project.  

The next project they are still working on is down to the south end of Wells Township by Rush Run 
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and he will need to check on the completion date for that project.  


Mr. Paprocki reported there have been some paving projects out through Richmond and Wintersville, West 250 down by the Mount Pleasant area and some areas down south on S.R. 150.  The other excavation project north of Brilliant has a completion date of 2018 so that project still has a way to go. 

The bridge in Unionport has been completed and now is open.  The S.R. 7 and S.R. 22 project has been set back due do the early rains back in the spring, he does not have a date for the paving but they are showing a completion date of October 31. 

 The old weigh station on the northbound side of S.R.7 down in the Rayland area is being converted into a truck stop area and it should accommodate about 14 trucks.

 Mr. Paprocki reported on the designated bike route for long distance travelers.  It is a national bike route some is off road and some isn’t.  He said lots of people do not like to do the off road trails. 

 He stated they (BHJ) adopted a resolution which West Virginia presented them with a financial plan which amounts to about $85 million over the next four years to build a bridge in Wells Township (from Clever Street to State Route 2 in West Virginia).  On October 13 they are going to gather in Columbus to talk about a 10 year plan to come up with around $40 million dollars.  They are trying to get a plan together to get $125 million.  The engineers are going to be about 30% complete with plans by the end of December and it is going to go out to bid once the bid package is accepted it is going to be a design build project.  The 30% plans are able to show us over here in Ohio and ODOT where we need to buy right of way.  ODOT is already speaking with the people down in Wells Township about the right of way.  This is becoming a reality. 
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT – President Fabian reported the Finance Committee has met a couple of times throughout the summer. In the June meeting the dues increase proposals was passed out to the membership and at this time he asked if there were any questions with any of the proposals.  He stated at the next meeting there would be a vote on one of three proposals.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT

WATER AND SEWER – The Adena Wastewater project is completed.  We have prepared the project final performance report and sent it to Adena for the Mayor’s signature and they have submitted to the State.

LAND BANK – This program has consumed a lot of time setting up but is worth our investment.  Once fully in place it will be a great economic tool and will provide opportunities for improved housing and jobs.  We have 5 homes under contract for removal.  Three are completed.  The next meeting is Thursday, October 1 at 1:30 p.m. here at the towers.

CLEAN OHIO – Since we last met this Phase II environmental assessment at the Yorkville/Tiltonsville Plant has been completed.  All payments have been made.

USEPA – We have been notified that there are 6 petroleum sites that may be eligible for some funding.  They are 301 Main Street, Tiltonsville; 400 North 4th Street, Toronto; Coen Co., Washington Street, Bergholz; 164 Washington Street, Bergholz; 500 Commercial Street, Mingo Junction; and Intersection Route 7 and County Road 47, Toronto.  If you and the owners are interested please contact the office or see the Director.

2014 CDBG FORMULA – This grant is for $159,000.00.  The Village of Bergholz and Steubenville Township submitted street improvements (paving) projects and the Village of Tiltonsville submitted a water line project.  The paving projects are completed and we are still in the process of moving forward with the Tiltonsville’s project.  The completion date is October 15th.

2015 CDBG FORMULA – The application is for $135,000.00.  Once again our funding has been 
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reduced.  None of our set aside grants were awarded.  Maps are available on the table and if everyone looks you will see where are the set aside grants were distributed.  None were awarded in eastern Ohio.

2014 CHIP- We are continuing to work with Marshall Bleckman and Associates who are administering this grant through the City of Toronto.  Again we were awarded $225,000 (over a two year 

period).  A report has been provided from Bleckman and Associates with an update on the County’s CHIP program.

Director Mucci also reported Mrs. Chandler had provided the Commission with contact information about litter.  The County is serious about littering.  A lot of the officials throughout the county do not know who to contact.  A committee has been formed and they meet the second Tuesday of the month at 1:00 p.m. here at the Towers in the Health Department conference room.  Mrs. Chandler added they do not need to attend the meeting; this is the purpose of the contact list so they can call someone with their complaint and it will be reported.

PLANNERS REPORT

The Planner reported as Domenick had reported on the Landbank, they did their first 3 demolitions and have about 47 more demolitions to do by June 30th so there is quite a bit of work left to do with this program. 

Director Mucci reported the three structure fires which were on the television yesterday two of them were owned by the landbank so they have their work cut out for them dealing with this issue as well. The City is going to order an emergency removal because of the hazard of the chimneys still standing.  The Landbank being so new, they do not have an emergency policy or anything.
FINANCIAL REPORT


Betty Lou reported as of the end of August the receipts were $127,767.09 and the expenses were $100,606.60 leaving a balance of $27,150.49.  She told the Commission the financial reports which include all the accounts the Planning Commission is administrating were available on the table for anyone who was interested.
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be October 28, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.  on the second floor of the Towers.  
ADJOURNMENT


A motion was made by Mr. Stewart to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Mr. Jordan; motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,







Ken Stanley, Secretary






As per Betty Lou Tarr
