MINUTES

JEFFERSON COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 24, 2013

The Towers

500 Market Street, 2nd Floor

Steubenville, Ohio

7:00 P.M.
Present:



              

Terry Bell, President, R-Salem Township   

Ralph Parissi, R-Wintersville        

Scott Fabian, Vice-President, R-Steubenville

Karen Vargo, R-Yorkville           

   Township                    




Chris Rawlings, R-Brush Creek Township

Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary, R-Toronto


Geno Morelli, R-Cross Creek Township  

Brandon Andresen, R-Jefferson County


Mark Clark, R-Island Creek Township

Michael Paprocki, R-Jefferson County 


Larry Zelek, R-Mt. Pleasant Township

John Hartline, R-Jefferson County 


Phil Jordan, R-Ross Township  

Teresa DiCarlantonio, R-Steubenville


Danny Householder, R-Saline Township

Mayor Jim Horton, R-Adena           


Dan Cermak, R-Smithfield Township         

Mayor Gary Pepperling, R-Amsterdam


William Stewart, R-Springfield Township

Mayor Michele Duleskey, R-Dillonvale

 
Frank Litva, R-Warren Township 

Brad Kurtz, A-Dillonvale




Dr. Brian Wilson, R-Wayne Township     

Connie Tice, R-Empire




Joe Ellis, R-Wells Township

Russell Crowe, R-Irondale        





Ken Stanley, A-Irondale                       



John Fabian, R-Mingo Junction         


STAFF

Mayor Charles Banannio, R-Mt. Pleasant  

Domenick Mucci, Jr. Director

Robert Conrad, R-Rayland 



Richard Fender, Planner

Mayor Harry Thomas, R-Richmond
   

Betty Lou Tarr, Administrative Assistant

Mayor Ted Boyd, R-Smithfield           




Terri Barath, A-Smithfield             





Jon Sperry, R-Stratton

OPENING OF MEETING:






President Bell opened the official JCRPC meeting by asking for a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

ROLL CALL:
Vice President Fabian called the Roll which determined there were enough representatives and alternates present to constitute a quorum. 

MINUTES OF MARCH 27, 2013 MEETING








A motion was made by Mr. Householder to accept the minutes of the March 27, 2013 meeting; seconded by Mr. Andresen; motion passed unanimously. 

COMMUNICATIONS

None at this time
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Attorney General – Moving Ohio Forward Grant (Demolition) – On April 5th we held a pre-demolition meeting on 12 out of the 28 demolitions.  The twelve structures should be down or will be down by the end of the month or first part of May.  We have another group of 12 demolitions that we hope to advertise by mid May.  After that we will have 3 more demolitions and will analyze our budget.  The Director announced the list was reduced from 28 to 27 because he took off one structure from Steubenville because of budget concerns.


The Ohio Neighborhood Stabilization – This program is completed and we are in the process of closing it out.  The final report will be forthcoming.          

USEPA Grant – This million dollar grant is completed.  The Planner is continuing to work with the Consultant to close out the paper work. We hope to hear sometime in May about the $600,000 USEPA Grant which RPC applied for.

Water and Sewer (Pottery Addition and Adena) The Pottery Addition project is complete except for the tap ins.  There is one in the process of being connected and as soon as it is completed the Director is planning on closing out the grant.


The Village of Adena is working on a Sanitary Sewer project which the planning commission will be administering.  The environmental review has been completed by our office.  On April 4th there was a bid opening held and both the Director and Betty Lou attended.  A meeting has been scheduled for Monday, April 29th with the state and Adena’s representatives before the project starts.


Land Use Plan – We continue to move forward with this important plan.  We held two core group meetings to review four different chapters and receive input.  The cooperation has been outstanding.  Our next core group meeting will be held on May 2nd at 1:30 here at the Towers.  In June we hope to review the Public Facilities and Housing chapters and in July the Economic Development and Land Use chapters.  All final revisions should be done by the end of August. 


2012 CDBG – This grant is for $227,000.00 and once again the state is asking us to use $25,928.00 of the RLF monies.  The total of the grant will be $252,928.00.  Our targeted areas are:  Adena, Rayland, and Richmond and each should receive about $46,000.00.  Once again we will have Fair Housing at $6,000.00 and home repairs about $74,951.00.00.  Home repair applications deadline was March 22nd and we received around 21 applications.  The review committee met this past Monday, April 22nd.  Qualified applicants will be notified so we can start the repairs.  For the communities who will be doing sidewalk improvements, the engineering deadline for RFQ’s was March 15th and staff has scored them.  The Director conducted interviews with the top two candidates.


2013 CDBG – The Director reported that Betty Lou and he had the opportunity on April 11 to attend a Community Development Conference/Training Session in Columbus.  He explained things are changing and they are continuing to change at a fast pace.  Mr. Mucci said he had an overview of the last five years funding for the CDBG monies.  Back in 2008 we received $243,000; 2009 $249,000; 2010 $284,000; 2011 $285,000 and last year $252,000 (that includes the last two years we used monies from our Revolving Loan).  We received a letter from the State and our funding for 2013 which will be spent in 2014 was reduced to $168,000.  This does not give us much to spend.  Analyzing the budget in the application and if we are going to continue doing projects in the villages, communities, etc., we are going to need to move monies and be creative.  We have always had about $70,000 in Home Repair and for the last couple of years we have been concentrating on roof replacements and we take applications and all, we are going to have to do away with this program for next year so we can service some of the communities with their projects.  They have added more eligible projects but we will need to take out the Home Repair unless the communities wish to give up their monies from their projects to be used for Home Repairs, but we don’t think that will happen.  We will continue to provide funding for the communities but it is going to need to be looked at differently. The State continues to want county wide projects.  The State has come up with a new program.  The new program, which one community has already shown an interest for is the Critical Infrastructure.  We will be able to apply for up to $300,000.00. The state considers Jefferson County a community and it states one project per community.  We can put 
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an application together, unfortunately the same application for the CDBG funding needs to be done for the Critical Infrastructure.  The problem is, they are requiring engineering to be done and all other things be completed with the deadline being June 21, the same as the CDBG application.  In explaining this to the executive board, we don’t have anything prepared for the grant.  When something was said to the state they said we should have an engineering department or water and sewer department.  We tried to explain to the state that we are dealing with townships and small communities which do not have their own individual engineers and staff.  The Director would love to put an application together with our county engineer and water and sewer department because they could come up with all the correct documentation and data which will be needed for the application, unless someone has a project they can submit today.  We know Wintersville has a project but the Director doesn’t know exactly what they have ready.  The Director stated he knew they wanted to do paving in an area whereas they did a door to door survey and he does not know the scope of this project to know if it would qualify.  Again, the Director is going to contact the County Engineer and see if they can get anything together in such a short period of time.  Mr. Mucci also reminded everyone that this grant is a very competitive grant.


2013 Directory- The Director reminded everyone to make sure they picked up their 2013 Directory before they leave the meeting this evening.

PLANNERS REPORT

As far as the USEPA coalition grant, the Planner is working with the grant Consultant to complete the closeout paperwork for this grant.  The deadline to complete the paperwork is June 28th, 2013.  Hopefully by the May RPC meeting we should hear whether we have secured a new USEPA Coalition grant.


The next meeting for the core land use group will be Thursday, May 2nd at 1:30 p.m. in the 2nd floor conference room to discuss the Public Facilities and Housing Chapters of the land use plan.  The Planner is continuing to assist Ben Kenny, the Consultant by doing maps, research, and editing the different land use chapters.


A floodplain review was done on an ODOT road slip project on SR150 in Warren Township.  After the review a Flood Hazard Area Development Permit was issued for the project which will begin next year.

FINANCIAL REPORT


Betty Lou reported in the Regional Planning account as of the end of March, 2013 the receipts were $88,715.00 with disbursements of $38,451.72 which left a balance of $50,263.28.  She told the Commission the financial reports which include all the accounts the Planning Commission is administrating were available on the table for anyone who was interested.


The Administrative Assistant spoke on the CDBG conference which she and the Director had attended.  The Commission is going to need to find a new evaluation process which will be fair to everyone.  The state is looking for more collaboration and we are working on that alone.  As far as the infrastructure grant, it would be wise to consult the engineer’s office and the water and sewer department as the Director had said. 

NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be May 22, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.  on the second floor of the Towers.  
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ADJOURNMENT


A motion was made by Mr. Householder to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Mr. Sperry; motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary

As per Betty Lou Tarr

