MINUTES

JEFFERSON COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

FEBRUARY 23, 2011

The Towers

500 Market Street, 2nd Floor

Steubenville, Ohio

7:00 P.M.
Present:



              

Terry Bell, Vice-President, R-Salem Township

Mayor Jeffrey Stone, R-Bergholz


Township





Mayor Harry Thomas, R-Richmond          

Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary, R-Toronto   


Karen Vargo, R-Yorkville                 

Jeffrey Bonecutter, R-Wayne Township           

Larry Zelek, R-Mt. Pleasant Township

Bill Cermak, R-Smithfield Township  

       
Rich Brownlee, A-Bloomingdale   

Mark Clark, R-Island Creek Township

 
Harry Freiling, A-Steubenville Township|
Donnie Elder, R-Knox Township



Linda Kovach, A-Smithfield             

Joe Ellis, R-Wells Township                         

Jan Manson, A-Amsterdam          

John Hartline, R-Jefferson County


Eric Mercer, A-Salem Township     

Danny Householder, R-Saline Township
         

Anna Otto, A-Mt. Pleasant

Phil Jordan, R- Ross Township 



Jon  Sperry, A-Stratton

Frank Litva, R-Warren Township      


Barbara Stacey, A-Empire

Mayor Tammy Morelli, R-Rayland   


Mike Toderoff, A-Mt. Pleasant

Robert Nottingham, R-Cross Creek Township

                       

Mike Paprocki, R-Jefferson County


STAFF                     

Matt Parise, R-Wintersville                          

Domenick Mucci, Director

Matthew Rose, Brush Creek Township                    
Richard Fender, Planner                 

Judy Ruckman, R-Mingo Junction          


Betty Lou Tarr, Administrative Assistant

Carl Sgalla, R-Tiltonsville      


                    

Ken Stanley, R-Irondale                         



OPENING OF MEETING:
In the absence of President Fabian, Vice-President Bell opened the official JCRPC meeting by asking for a moment of silence after which the membership recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

ROLL CALL:
Vice-President Bell called the Roll which determined there were enough representatives and alternates present to constitute a quorum. 

MINUTES OF JANUARY 26, 2011 MEETING








A motion was made by Mr. Householder to accept the minutes of the January 26, 2011 meeting; seconded by Mr. Brownlee; motion passed unanimously. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE -  Vice-President Bell brought  to the full Commission that the Executive Board had a discussion and voted to give Betty Lou a raise since she had not had one since 2009.  A motion was made by Mr. Cermak to give Betty Lou a .75 cent per hour raise; seconded by Mr. Householder; motion passed unanimously.  Mr. Mucci explained to the Commission that the monies for this raise would be coming from administration monies which the office would be receiving.
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT  


FY2010 CDBG FORMULA PROGRAM –  The County was awarded $284,000.00 and the targeted areas are Knox Township, Village of Dillonvale, Village of Empire, and the City of Toronto.  We again will be doing Home Repairs.  The applications have been mailed to all the public libraries and municipalities and are available here tonight at the meeting.  The deadline is March 18th.  The Fair Housing is also a component of the formula program.


FY2011 CDBG FORMULA PROGRAM – The Villages of Smithfield and Wintersville, and Wells Township are the targeted areas.  The Director contacted the state to see if we could include once again the City of Toronto.  The first Public Hearing will be held on Thursday, March 31st at 10:30 a.m. at the Commissioners Office.  The Director is requesting that all the targeted areas have at least one representative there.


The Ohio Neighborhood Stabilization -   We have completed 29 demolitions.  However, the State still has not released the formula for NSP III funding.  It does not appear at this time that we will have much in the way of demolition dollars however we did request that the state target demolition of both residential and commercial.


USEPA Grant – The Director reported on an article which appeared in the Herald Star’s Progress Edition about the Brownfields Grant.  As far as the National Brownfield Conference in April both the Planner and Director received a scholarship travel grant which means the state will pay for their lodging and the federal USEPA grant will pay for everything else.  They are continuing to evaluate RMT’s performance.  The Planner will update everyone on the status of the grant.


LAND USE PLAN  – We are preparing for a county wide land use plan.  We have applied for a $20,000.00 grant thru RCAP.  The Director thanked everyone who participated in the Assurance Agreements.

2011 RECYCLING INITIATIVES COMPETITIVE FUNDING PROJECTS – The deadline for this grant is March 4th.  Please take advantage of the recycling initiative.  Copies of this grant were available at the meeting.


Section 3 “Jobs for Residents” Training – We are offering a free workshop on May 4, 2011 from 8:30 a.m. till 12 noon here at the towers in the conference room.  Flyers were available at the meeting.  The target audience is public officials and contractors.


OMEGA – ARC Conference – Greg DiDonato has requested that the Director attend the ARC Conference on March 20-24 as Secretary of OMEGA.  OMEGA will cover all cost.  The Director doesn’t think he will make it back from the Conference for next months meeting, so Betty Lou will present his report.

PLANNERS REPORT


The Planner reported there are 6 phase I Brownfield reports in progress and 8 phase II reports in progress.  We continue to look for additional Brownfield sites for the petroleum portion of the grant.  Such sited (where petroleum products were used) could include former gas stations or car dealerships.


As part of the upcoming National Brownfield conference there is a national brownfields  inventory and four properties from Jefferson County have been added to it.  The inventory is important because it is a way for prospective buyers of these properties to find out about them.  If anyone would like to view these properties go to www.brownfields2011.org look under the redevelopment forum tab and click on view properties.


Betty Lou reported on the finances and as of the end of January receipts totaled $115,205.00 and the expenditures were $11,658.92 which left a balance of $103,546.08.  She explained we are still working with a temporary budget.  Hopefully we will have our permanent budget by the end of February. She reminded the Commission members of their dues being due by March 11, 2011 and they need to get the names of their Representatives and Alternates into the office so Director Mucci can get the directory finished.
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NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be March 23, 2011 7:00 p.m.  on the second floor of the Towers. 

ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Cermak  moved that the meeting be adjourned; seconded by Mr. Sperry; motion carried

unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary

As per Betty Lou Tarr

