MINUTES

JEFFERSON COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 25, 2012

The Towers

500 Market Street, 2nd Floor

Steubenville, Ohio

7:00 P.M.
Present:



              

Terry Bell, Vice-President, R-Salem
  

Mayor Harry Thomas, R-Richmond      


Township





Lou Vandeborne, R-Cross Creek Township

Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary, R-Toronto        

Dr. Brian Wilson, R-Wayne Township

Brandon Andresen, R-Jefferson County

   
Larry Zelek, R-Mt. Pleasant Township

Mayor Charles Banannio, R-Mt. Pleasant

Terri Barath, A-Smithfield

Mayor Ted Boyd, R-Smithfield  



John Cook, A-Wells Township

Rich Brownlee, R-Bloomingdale        


Jim Horton, A-Adena              

Mark Clark, R-Island Creek Township           

Dan Morgan, A-Brush Creek Township

Blair Closser, R-Yorkville          



Trisha Painter, A-Dillonvale 

Russell Crowe, R-Irondale          


    
Wayne Ruckman, A-Steubenville Township

Donna Dailey, R-Bergholz              


Jon Sperry, A-Stratton

John Danko, R-Knox Township              


Ken Stanley, A-Irondale       

Teresa DiCarlantonio, R-Steubenville     


Bill Stewart, A-Springfield Township

Joe Ellis, R-Wells Township           

      
Karen Vargo, A-Yorkville       

John R. Fabian, R-Mingo Junction




John Hartline, R-Jefferson County      


GUESTS                              

Danny Householder, R-Saline Township     

George Allan, Jefferson County E.S.C.

Phil Jordan, R-Ross Township     


           Dean Richards, Wells Township

Joe Kmatz, R-Springfield Township    


Glen Ferry, Irondale

Frank Litva, R-Warren Township    


Sean Campbell, University of Akron  


Chris Lollathin, R-Dillonvale       



Ed Looman, Progress Alliance

Ron Malin, R-Smithfield Township    


Joy Howell, Jefferson County E.S.C.     

Mayor Tammy Morelli, R-Rayland

Mike Paprocki, R-Jefferson County


STAFF

Mayor Gary Pepperling, R-Amsterdam


Domenick Mucci, Jr., Director

Carl Sgalla, R-Tiltonsville




Richard Fender, Planner









Betty Lou Tarr, Administrative Assistant

OPENING OF MEETING:
President Bell opened the official JCRPC meeting by asking for a moment of silence for the passing of Commission Member Trustee Bill Cermak, after which the membership recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

ROLL CALL:
President Bell called the Roll which determined there were enough representatives and alternates present to constitute a quorum. 

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 28, 2011 MEETING








A motion was made by Mayor Thomas  to accept the minutes of the December 28,  2011 meeting; seconded by Sperry; motion passed unanimously. 


Mrs. Tarr apologized to Cross Creek Township, specifically to Mr. Nottingham who was present at the December meeting, but wasn’t accounted for on the back for Cross Creek having a representative present.  She explained it was corrected and Cross Creek finished the year with not missing a meeting.
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Director Mucci said we are going to be diverting from our Agenda for a bit.  He explained the Commissioners had asked him to serve on a Committee for the oil and gas industry.  While serving on this board many questions has come up concerning the gas drilling such as the road repair and things.  The Commissioners asked Mr. Mucci if he could find a grant from somewhere to help supplement the costs involved with the gas drilling. He has teamed together with Joyce Howell who is also a member of this Committee to work on such a Grant. Director Mucci then introduced Mr. Ed Looman who is the Executive Director of Progress Alliance.  He explained the organization which he works for is about collaboration and cooperation and partnerships.  We are a true public private Economic Development organization.  He explained the guest speaker tonight will be talking about collaboration, cooperation and partnership and since the Planning Commission has been out front with collaborative efforts they felt this was the appropriate group for her to speak to.  Mr. Looman then introduced Ms. Joyce Howell who is with OMERESA.  She spoke to everyone about how everyone needs to “partner” up together whether it is government, schools, or whatever the case may be.  She explained that in order to move Jefferson County forward, the answer on how this can be done can only come from all the entities seated here tonight.  She explained how in FY2013 not only is the government going to see large cuts, but the schools and others are also.  Ms. Howell told the Commission if they all would start working together for the same goal they can make it, but if everyone continues to work individually, the goal will not be attainable.  Everyone is here tonight to work as a team, but yet everyone still does their work individually, this is where the collaboration comes in.  If everyone has a common goal and everyone puts aside their differences and works together then a goal can be obtained.  Currently the OMERSA is working on a Co-op Grant (to do bulk purchasing) and they hope all the entities here tonight will be a part of it.  If they are successful with this then everyone can order their supplies all together and get much better prices then breaking them into each entity and how much they would pay individually for them.  The last subject she wanted to talk about is the grant Mr. Mucci had talked about earlier….the Collaboration Grant.  This grant will be a collaboration and cooperation between local government and school districts to provide easy access for updates in the oil and gas industry.


Officers and Executive Board -
President Bell opened nominations for the Executive Committee; Secretary Trzaskoma made a motion to nominate Carl Sgalla, Frank Litva, Joe Ellis, and John Hartline to continue to serve on the Executive Committee for another year; seconded by Mr. Householder; motion passed unanimously.  There being no further nominations Mr. Andresen made a motion to close nominations for members to serve on the Executive Committee; seconded by Mr. Sperry; motion passed unanimously.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT


FY2011 CDBG FORMULA PROGRAM – We received the grant agreement and sent in the environmental review.  FY11 allocation is $260,000.00 ($24,000.00 less than last year) however we are required to use $24,000.00 plus $856.00 for administration from the County’s RLF fund then the county allocation will be the same as last year.


$48,000.00 – Village of Smithfield (Repaving-Tanner and High Streets)


$48,000.00 – Wintersville (Sidewalk – Fernwood Road)


$48,000.00 - Wells Township (Repaving-Washington Road)


$27,200.00 - 
City of Toronto (Repaving Fifth Street-from Alexander Street to Craig Street)


$6,000.00 – Fair Housing


$67,800.00 – Home Repairs (Home Repair Applications were mailed out) they are also available at all public libraries, online at our website and they are available here tonight.


The review for housing specialist has been completed and with the Commissions approval the Director will recommend Ohio Regional Development to the Commissioners.  This is the same company we have used the last five years.  A motion was made by Mr. Sgalla to recommend Ohio Regional Development to the County Commissioners as housing specialist; seconded by Mr. Litva; motion passed unanimously.
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FY2012 CHIP PROGRAM – The opening of the RFQ’s was opened Thursday, December 29, 2011 in the Commissioners Office.  The review committee met and is still in the process of conducting interviews.  The Director will email the recommendation to the board then make the recommendation to the commissioners.

The Ohio Neighborhood Stabilization – Belmont County and Region 19 has approximately $140,000.00 in unused funds.  We are able to use these funds in Jefferson County.   We will be moving forward with this.  We will be forwarding the list to the Ohio Historical Society and the Ohio Valley Title Company.


USEPA Grant – We continue to move forward with this grant.  We are now in a position to leverage USEPA dollars with Clean Ohio Funds.  Rich will give everyone an update.


Water and Sewer (Pottery Addition) – We had sent out 19 temporary access agreements.  In the process we learned that 1 no longer qualifies.  Out of the 18 we have received 16 back.  The commissioners approved a resolution authorizing the President to sign the agreements as we receive them so we won’t delay the project.  15 of them are at the commissioner’s office.


Land Use Plan – We continue to gather data for the plan.  Remember this plan will take time to develop and the success will depend on the input we receive from everyone.


Deeds – A Journal for lot splits needs to be maintained.  This has not been done since before Barb Wilson was the director.  We should be able to create this but it will take some time.


CDBG Implementation Workshop – The Director attended an Implementation Workshop in Columbus last Wednesday for the 2012 CDBG application.  They want us to start the planning process using the allocations from last year less 7 to 12%.  The next 3 communities please start thinking of your projects.


JB Green Team – 2012 Recycling Initiatives Competitive Funding applications were made available to the Commission members.  This grant opportunity is to do a smaller recycling project in your community.  Grants range from $1,000.00 (no match) to $5,000.00 (20% match, can be in-kind).  Deadline is March 5th.  


Oil and Gas – I have been asked by the Commissioner’s to sit on a committee as a resource for the Oil and Gas Committee they formed for the County.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 8th.  


County Port Authority – The County is working out details on forming a county wide port authority.  The commissioners realize the importance of everyone being represented and they are asking the RPC (who has a representative from every city, village and township) to have a representative on the board who is not an elected official.

PLANNERS REPORT


The Clean Ohio Assistance Fund Grant application to pay for a Phase II study for the Standard Carbon property in Wintersville was placed in the Steubenville Schiappa Library on December 30th.  A public hearing regarding this application is scheduled to take place on March 1, 2012 at the Wintersville Municipal Building, 200 Grove Street, Wintersville, OH at 2:00 p.m.  The public is invited to attend.

FINANCIAL REPORT


Betty Lou reported the receipts at the end of December in the Regional Planning account which included $1,500.00 of unappropriated funds were $167,873.66 and the disbursements were $167,217.33 which left a balance of $    656.29.  


Director Mucci added this report is for the Regional Planning Account only.  Through the Regional Planning office this past year we have funneled about $1.8 million dollars.
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NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be February 22, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  on the second floor of the Towers. 

ADJOURNMENT


A motion was made by Mr. Vandeborne to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Mr. Householder; motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary

As per Betty Lou Tarr

