MINUTES

JEFFERSON COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 23, 2013
The Towers

500 Market Street, 2nd Floor

Steubenville, Ohio

7:00 P.M.
Present:



              

Terry Bell, President, R-Salem Township     

Dan Morgan, R-Brush Creek Township  
Scott Fabian, Vice-President, Steubenville 

Lou Vandeborne, R-Cross Creek Township      
    Township






Mark Clark, R-Island Creek Township

Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary, R-Toronto


Donnie Elder, R-Knox Township    
Brandon Andresen, R-Jefferson County      

Larry Zelek, R-Mt. Pleasant Township
Michael Paprocki, R-Jefferson County


Phil Jordan, R-Ross Township
John Hartline, R-Jefferson County   


Danny Householder, R-Saline Township
Teresa DiCarlantonio, R-Steubenville 


Donald Wilson, R-Saline Township
William J. Moreland, R-Adena          


William Stewart, R-Springfield Township
Ed Willison, R-Amsterdam



 
Frank Litva, R-Warren Township
Mayor Scott Rowan, R-Bergholz 

 

Dr. Brian Wilson, R-Wayne Township      
Rich Brownlee, R-Bloomingdale



Joe Ellis, R-Wells Township            
Christine Lollathin, R-Dillonvale


Mayor Frank Martin, R-Empire  



GUESTS
Russell Crowe, R-Irondale              


Toni Moreland, Adena      
Ken Stanley, A-Irondale              



Rich Barath, Smithfield
John Fabian, R-Mingo Junction             


Mayor Charles Banannio, R-Mt. Pleasant

STAFF   
Denny Taylor, R-New Alexandria



Domenick Mucci, Jr., Director
Mayor Harry Thomas, R-Richmond           

Richard Fender, Planner
Terri Barath, R-Smithfield               


Betty Lou Tarr, Administrative Assistant
Jon Sperry, R-Stratton         


Carl Sgalla, R-Tiltonsville



Karen Vargo, R-Yorkville
OPENING OF MEETING:





President Bell opened the official JCRPC meeting by asking for a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL:
President Bell called the Roll which determined there were enough representatives and alternates present to constitute a quorum. 

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 19, 2012 MEETING








A motion was made by Mr. Householder to accept the minutes of the December 19, 2012 meeting; seconded by Dr. Wilson; motion passed unanimously. 
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COMMUNICATIONS

Vice President Fabian announced this April, the Jefferson County Township Association will be hosting the public records training here in Jefferson County again.  Each elected official is required to have three hours training during every four year term you serve in office.  Plans are still being made.  They will probably hold it on a Saturday at Eastern Gateway College.  Once everything is in order a letter will be going out to each individual township and village telling everyone when and where the training will be.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Vice-President Fabian announced last month we held the election of officers.  We now need to hold the election of the Executive Committee.  We need three board members and one citizen at large to serve on the Executive Committee along with the three officers.  Nominations for citizen representative to serve on the Executive Board was opened.  Mr. Sgalla nominated John Hartline to serve as a member of the Executive Committee for a one year term; Mayor Martin seconded the motion; motion passed unanimously.  A motion was made by Mr. Litva to close nominations; seconded by Mr. Householder; motion passed unanimously.  It was announced three more members of the commission had to be elected  to serve on the Executive Committee.  A motion was made by Mr. Sperry to retain Mr. Sgalla, Mr. Litva, and Mr. Ellis, as members of the Executive Committee for a one (1) year term; seconded by Mr. Householder.  Motion passed unanimously.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT


The Director reported to the Commission we went through a monitoring today for the Pottery Addition Water and Sewer Project.  The monitoring went well.  All monies were appropriated properly, no monies were missing and everything was in order so far.  We are continuing to administrate the tap ins for this project and the grant expires in July.  

Attorney General – Moving Ohio Forward Grant (Demolition) – We continue to move forward with the 28 homes for demolition.  Nuisance complaints on all 28 homes have been filed and served.  Ohio Valley Titles has completed 16 title researches.  The other 11 titles should be completed by the end of January or first week of February.  Once completed then we can send out the legal notice for 30 days and then post the house.  Meanwhile, CT Consultants is in the process of conducting the asbestos surveys and completed 15 of them.  After the asbestos surveys are completed then we can prepare the specification for a bid document, then a pre demolition meeting, and then a notice to process for demolition.  We are hoping all this work can be done over the winter months and in the first quarter or so of 2013 the house can be taken down.

The Ohio Neighborhood Stabilization – 9 of the 11 homes are down, the last day for removal was December 15th however the contractor (X-Treme) had some issues so we granted an extension to the end of January.  I have assurance that all will be down.                           

UNITE Grant -  This $49,000.00 grant deals with the Gas & Oil Industry.  The successful bidder was The Ridgefield group partnered with Hammontree Consultants and together they are working with the committee.  The website should be operating by May.
USEPA Grant – The Director reported the million dollar grant is almost completed and closed.  As everyone was informed last meeting, RPC has applied for another USEPA grant ($600,000.00) USEPA grant so we can continue this program. –

+Hopefully we will hear good news sometime late April or May.  The Clean Ohio Funds for the Kaul Clay property in Toronto has been completed (Phase I).  The owners have now contacted us to move forward with Clean Ohio Application for clean up.  We are continuing to work with the state on the Yorkville application.
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Water and Sewer (Pottery Addition) The Director had already reported on Pottery.  We are continuing to work on the Village of Adena’s project even though no money has been drawn down or spent we are still working on all the paperwork to have everything ready.

Land Use Plan – The Director reported Rich will be reporting on this.  He wanted to let the core group members know there will be a meeting on Thursday, February 7th at 1:30 here at the Towers.

2013 CDBG – The Director reported on the FY2013 CDBG application process for Jefferson County.  Tonight’s meeting will be the first citizens/public official outreach for projects.  Even though the State hasn’t given us our allotted amount it is time we get started thinking about our projects.  The Director announced three communities have expressed an interest in doing a project.  They are the Village of Mingo and the Townships of Saline and Wayne.  He asked them to submit their projects as soon as possible so the office can determine if they are eligible.  The Director also encouraged other communities if they are considering projects to submit them.  He  announced a review committee has been established to evaluate the projects.  The first public hearing has been set for March 21, 2013 at 10:45 a.m. at the Commissioners’ office.  The first public hearing consists of the national goals and objectives and an overview of eligible activities for funding.  The second public hearing will be held sometime towards the end of May and the projects will be identified at that hearing.  The grant application is usually due around the third week of June.  He explained this is the FY2013 Grant and the work itself will not be done until 2014.
The Director reported next meeting will be held on February 27, 2013 and NOT at that meeting, but the meeting which will be held on March 27 will start at 6:30 p.m.  This is because the County Health Department Advisory Board needs to have their annual meeting with all the Villages and Townships.  Mr. Bruce Misselwitz said they have usually held them in the morning and the participation wasn’t all that great so he wanted to partner up with RPC.  Everyone will be receiving notices from the County Health Department for a meeting at 6:30 p.m. and then Regional Planning will start their meeting at 7:00 p.m.
PLANNERS REPORT

The Planner reported he had entered information about eight of our  USEPA Coalition Brownfield sites into a national Brownfields web site data base.  With this information posted on the website it will be easier for those who may be interested in redeveloping these sites to find out about them.

He has been working with Ben Kenny (the land use consultant) on the Demographics and Natural Resources chapters of the land use plan.  The core land use group will be meeting on Thursday, February 7th at 1:30 p.m. here at the towers to review these chapters.  The Planner has also been creating maps showing the location of such natural features as floodplains, steep slopes and watersheds.  He is also mapping the locations of Utica oil and gas permits and has received information from ODNR on known abandoned underground mines so they can be mapped as well.
FINANCIAL REPORT


Betty Lou reported in the Regional Planning account we have received $188,392.08 as of the end of December and the current disbursements were $171,521.53 which left a current balance of $16,870.55.  She told the Commission the financial reports which include all the accounts the Planning Commission is administrating were available on the table for anyone who was interested.

At this point the Director asked Mr. Mike Paprocki, who is the transportation study director at BHJ, if he would give a report with the interesting news the Director heard today at the BHJ meeting concerning ODOT and some monies which they will be spending in Jefferson County.  Mr. Paprocki reported there are several active projects from the Ohio DOT in Jefferson County.  One we are very aware of is the slide on Route 7 down by the Rush Run area.  That work will be going on until at least October of this year.  The area to the North end of Brilliant will probably take two years before they actually start doing some physical work.  They still haven’t had the environmental documents completed 
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because there are some kind of Eagles which have roosted in the area plus some other environmental issues which they need to deal with before they can get this project started.  There is a project in the south end of the county which goes from Mt. Pleasant through Dillonvale all the way to Rayland and Route 7 they are projected to complete in July.
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be February 27, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  on the second floor of the Towers.  
ADJOURNMENT


A motion was made by Mr. Householder to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Mr.Banannio; motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted,

Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary

As per Betty Lou Tarr

