MINUTES

JEFFERSON COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

FEBRUARY 24, 2010

The Towers

500 Market Street, 2nd Floor

Steubenville, Ohio

7:00 P.M.
Present:



              

Scott Fabian, President, R-Steubenville


Michael Todoroff, M-Mt. Pleasant        

     Township






Rich Brownlee, A-Bloomingdale

Terry Bell, Vice President, R-Salem Township

Dean Connors, A-Rayland         

Jeffrey Bonecutter, R-Wayne Township


Rich Gatchel, A-Dillonvale         

Bill Cermak, R-Smithfield Township


Mayor John Geddis, A-Toronto

Mark Clark, R-Island Creek Township


Gary Griffith A-Bergholz  

Teresa DiCarlantonio, R-Steubenville


Mark Heskett, A-Dillonvale

Mayor John DiFilippo, R-Yorkville   


Matt Parise, A-Wintersville          

Joe Ellis, R-Wells Township       



Jon Sperry, A-Stratton  

Adrian Ferroni, R-Jefferson County                   

Barbara Stacey, A-Empire

Mayor Pat Freeland, R-Smithfield



Dan Stone, A-Springfield Township

Mayor David Gaffney, R-Bloomingdale 




Commissioner Tom Gentile, R-Jefferson County  
GUESTS                             

John Hartline, R-Jefferson County     


Ron Gower, Bergholz          

Charles Henry, R-Ross Township        

  
Sue Hershey, Chamber of Commerce   

Danny Householder, R-Saline Township 
   
Irene Moore, JSWCD

Mayor Ray Jeskey, R-Adena                 


 

Frank Litva, R-Warren Township              

          


David McGee, R-Irondale              



                                

Don Miller, R-Knox Township   



STAFF                            

Geno Morelli, R-Cross Creek Township 

 
Domenick Mucci, Jr., Director

Michael Paprocki, R-Jefferson County     

Betty Lou Tarr, Administrative Assistant

Mayor Gary Pepperling, R-Amsterdam    

 

Matt Rose, R-Brush Creek Township

Carl Sgalla, R-Tiltonsville

Mayor Henry Thomas, R-Richmond 

OPENING OF MEETING:
President Fabian opened the official JCRPC meeting by asking for a moment of silence after which the membership recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

ROLL CALL:
Vice-President Bell called the Roll which determined there were enough representatives and alternates present to constitute a quorum. 

MINUTES OF JANUARY 27, 2010 MEETING








A motion was made by Mayor Freeland to accept the minutes of the January 27, 2010 meeting; seconded by Mayor Thomas; motion passed unanimously. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS – 

Subdivision and Zoning - Commissioner Gentile reported he had the pleasure of attending a meeting about the subdivision which Ralph Freshwater is proposing in the Wintersville area in Island Creek and Cross Creek Townships.  He is glad to see someone is willing to do a project like this.  Everything looks to be in order.  They are trying to put in lots at a very reasonable price.  Mr. Mucci reported there were several people involved with the review including the Health Department, Water & Soil, Island Creek Township Trustees, County Engineer, the developer, and the members of the Subdivision Committee.  Everyone had input to include and there were a couple recommendations from the County Engineer.  The Director reported the subdivision meets all the requirements set forth by local legislation and state codes.  Mr. Parise made a motion to accept the ten lot proposed subdivision by Ralph Freshwater; seconded by Mayor Freeland; motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Bell reported due to the weather problems which we had the last couple of weeks arrangements have been trying to be made with all pertinent county officials and the townships so an in house disaster plan can be made.  An accurate list of phone numbers, contacts, and alternate contacts for all the townships and villages needs to be made.  Within the next 30-40 days all the townships and villages will be notified of a date, time, and place for a meeting.  It will be mandatory for at least one township trustee and village representative to be at the meeting.  Commissioner Gentile added that this is a much needed plan in the county.  Everyone needs to be able to communicate with each other and know what is available from each entity in an emergency situation.  

DIRECTOR’S REPORT  


2010 RPC Directory – The Director passed around a draft of the 2010 RPC Directory and asked everyone to review their information and make any corrections where needed.


2010 RPC Dues – Dues are due by March 12.  To avoid a late fee please pay soon as possible.


Planner’s Position
 -   We received 38 resumes.  The Director has narrowed it down to 9.



FY2009 CDBG FORMULA PROGRAM – The County was awarded $249,000.00.  The targeted areas are Warren Township, Village of Yorkville, and the Village of Irondale.  We are in the process of receiving Emergency Repair applications and the deadline to submit the applications is March 17.    


FY2010 CDBG FORMULA PROGRAM – Dillonvale, Empire, and Knox Township needs to submit their projects.  Our first public hearing is March 25, 2010 at 10:45 in the Commissioner’s Office.  The Director is asking for representation from all three of the targeted areas to attend the public hearing.


The Ohio Neighborhood Stabilization (NSP) – (NSP) for Region 19 is moving forward.  The Jefferson County plan has 6 demolitions completed in the targeted area of Toronto with 2 more ready to go.  Steubenville Township has 5 demolitions with bid specs prepared.  Cross Creek has 4 with bid specs prepared.  Warren has 2 and Amsterdam with 4 that are under consideration by the state.  We have now developed a waiting list and if funds are available, we have 2 in the Village of Bergholz and 1 in Bloomingdale on the list.


USEPA GRANT –   We are moving forward with the old J&J property in Toronto with the Phase I study.  We need to get an access agreement on several others.  Again, if anyone knows anyone or has any properties, please let the office know.

FINANCIAL REPORT – Betty Lou Tarr reported at the end of January we had received $99,685.00 and the expenditures at the end of January were $7233.00.  She let everyone know copies of RPC finances were available on the desk. 

Mr. Mucci explained prior to his becoming Director at Regional Planning they had developed what was called a community investment plan.  This was spearheaded by the Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce.  This was a plan which was adopted by the County Board of Commissioners and a lot of the other communities.  It was a living document, a blueprint that the State of Ohio, the Ohio Department of Development used to give to other counties to develop a Community Investment Plan.  One of the areas
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which this plan addressed was recreation and about the Greenways and Trailways in Jefferson County.  Different committees started to develop and along came Sue Hershey who is the Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce and they started talking about this trail, green way and all.  They had a vision which started out with a small area along the river then it started changing.  Now it is growing, growing, and growing, something which can be very successful.  We brought in all our partners who were very interested in developing greenways and all.  Mike Paprocki from BHJ has been down this road several times over several years talking to other surrounding areas.  This group is coming up with a plan and hoping to have a vision.  They are to a point where they are going to start having public meetings to get public input on this vision.  Sue Hershey and Irene Moore asked Mike Paprocki to do the presentation at our RPC meeting.  Mr. Paprocki held up a copy of the Community Investment Plan (CIP) and stated one of the main purposes of the plan when it was first initiated was a group of these leaders which Mr. Mucci had talked about had gone to state and federal officials to look for dollars and the first thing they were asked is “where is your plan?”  Mr. Paprocki asked, “why are we looking at trails and greenway and why do we want to develop this vision?”  The CIP plan talks about investment (not just dollar and cents) were talking about ideas for strategies.  We need to find some common ground on how we can succeed by working together with each other and try to get some spirit of cooperation.  The CIPdoes have goals and outcomes. We are talking about enhancing the quality of life, looking at infrastructure.  We need to look at ourselves, what we are, where we live, where we recreate, and where we work.  The broad project which came out of this is there is a desire to create this hiking, biking, and walking opportunities through trails, paths, someway to link our communities.  Trails are simply pathways for people living in a linear link between those naturally cultural resources.  The benefits are health, wellness, getting us out of our cars, getting children moving, recreation, community, social activity, educational.  The next step they want to take is to engage the public for their support.  Mr. Paprocki asked if everyone received a copy of the Trails & Greenways Vision flyer and asked that everyone take them back to their community and place these in a conspicuous place.  The flyers lists all the upcoming meeting in the various places around the county to get the public’s input.  Sue Hershey said if anyone had any questions, they would be happy to answer them.

NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be March 24, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.  on the second floor of the Towers. 

ADJOURNMENT:
Mr. Parise moved that the meeting be adjourned; seconded by Mayor Geddis; motion carried

unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary

As per Betty Lou Tarr

