MINUTES

JEFFERSON COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 27, 2010 

The Towers

500 Market Street, 2nd Floor

Steubenville, Ohio

7:00 P.M.
Present:



              

Scott Fabian, President, R-Steubenville


Charles Strizak, R-Mt. Pleasant Township

     Township






Mayor Harry Thomas, R-Richmond

Terry Bell, Vice President, R-Salem Township

Dean Connors, A-Rayland         

Jeffrey Bonecutter, R-Wayne Township


Charles Crawford, A-Saline Township

Rich Brownlee, R-Bloomingdale    


Donnie Elder, A-Knox Township

Mark Clark, R-Island Creek Township


Rich Gatchel, A-Dillonvale

Bill Cermak, R-Smithfield Township


Mark Heskett, A-Dillonvale

Teresa DiCarlantonio, R-Steubenville


Robert Nottingham, A-Cross Creek Township

Mayor Pat Freeland, R-Smithfield  


Anna Otto, A-Mt. Pleasant

John Hartline, R-Jefferson County                    

Jon Sperry, A-Stratton                    

Charles Henry, R-Ross Township





Danny Householder, R-Saline Township


GUESTS

Mayor Ray Jeskey, R-Adena                       
     
Prudy Bowman, Jefferson County

Joe Kmatz, R-Springfield Township        


John Brown, BHJ                   

Frank Litva, R-Warren Township        

  
Ruth Casey, Progress Alliance      

Mayor Frank Martin, R-Empire         
   
   
Irene Moore, J.S.W.C.D.                 

Jan Manson, R-Amsterdam                    


Don Vandeborne, Freshwater Homes   

David McGee, R-Irondale                     

          
Jim Yesko, U.S. Census Bureau

Don Miller, R-Knox Township          



                                

Larry Owens R-Wells Township   



STAFF                            

Michael Paprocki, R-Jefferson County 

 
Domenick Mucci, Jr., Director

Matt Parise, R-Wintersville                 

          
Betty Lou Tarr, Administrative Assistant

Matthew Rose, R-Brush Creek Township  

 

Judy Ruckman, R-Mingo Junction

Carl Sgalla, R-Tiltonsville

Mayor Jeff C. Stone, R-Bergholz

OPENING OF MEETING:
President Fabian opened the official JCRPC meeting by asking for a moment of silence after which the membership recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

ROLL CALL:
Vice-President Bell called the Roll which determined there were enough representatives and alternates present to constitute a quorum. 

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 16, 2009 MEETING








A motion was made by Mr. Kmatz to accept the minutes of the December 16, 2009 meeting; seconded by Mr. Sperry motion passed unanimously. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS – 

President Fabian explained they needed to do some appointing of Committees including the Executive Committee.  A motion was made by Mr. Henry; seconded by Mr. Parise to reappoint the Executive Committee as follows: John Hartline, Carl Sgalla, Merl Sebring, and Frank Litva; motion passed unanimously.

A subdivision and zoning committee needed to be appointed.  The Committee will be as follows:  Terry Bell, Rich Brownlee, Rick Trzaskoma,  Carl Sgalla,  Rich Gatchel, and Scott Fabian.

The By-Laws Committee will be as follows:  Judy Ruckman, Mayor Freeland,  Scott Fabian, and Terry Bell.

A motion was made by Mr. Parise; seconded by Mr. Litva to accept the two committees as appointed; motion passed unanimously.

COMMUNICATIONS – There were no communications.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT  

Planner’s Position
 -   We received 38 resumes.  The Director has made them available to the executive board for review.  He has narrowed the field down to the ones which fits our needs.  The Director is waiting for us to receive our permanent budget to start with the interviewing.



FY2009 CDBG FORMULA PROGRAM – The County was awarded $249,000.00.  We have received two RFQ’s for our home repair program 1.) C.T. Consultants; 2.)  Ohio Regional Development Corporation (ORDC).  After the Director did a review he would like to recommend to the Board of  Commissioner, Ohio Regional Development.  They have been administering the program for the last two years.  The following is a breakdown for the FY2009 Grant:  $48,000.00 to each of the following entities for Street Improvements, Warren Township and the Villages of Yorkville and Irondale.  $61,500 for Home/Building Repair; $6,000.00 Fair Housing, and $37,350.00 for Administration.  A motion was made by Mr. Sgalla; seconded by Mr. Bell to have the Director recommend to the Commissioners ORDC for the Housing Specialist for the Home Repair part of the program; motion passed unanimously.


FY2010 CDBG FORMULA PROGRAM –  We are using the same process as last year for our FY10 Emergency Repairs.   Every community should had received the new application form.  If not there are some available here tonight.  They are also available at the Public Library or on our web site www.rpc.jeffersoncountyoh.com.   Dillonvale, Empire, and Knox needs to start with their project plans.


Citizen Participation Plan -   A citizen participation plan has been developed for our CDBG and CHIP programs.  It was required under our last audit.  The plan was submitted to the state and accepted.  The Executive Board has accepted it and it is being submitted to the full commission for adoption.  A motion was made by Mr. McGee to adopt the citizen participation plan; seconded by Mayor Freeland; motion passed unanimously.


The Ohio Neighborhood Stabilization (NSP) –  (NSP) for Region 19 is moving forward.  The Jefferson County plan has 6 demolitions completed in the targeted area of Toronto with 1 more ready to go and 2 more in the process.  Steubenville Township is in the process of 5 demolitions with bid specs prepared.  Cross Creek with 4, Warren with 2 and Amsterdam with 4 that are under consideration by the state.  After the Director revised the budget, hopefully, we will be able to do 24 demolitions.


CHIP PROGRAM – As you are aware every two years we need to advertise our CHIP Program (Home Rehab Program) we received two bids. 1.) C.T. Consultants; 2.) Ohio Regional Development Corporation.  After a review the Director would like to recommend to the Board of Commissioners, C.T. Consultants.  They have been administering the program for several years and have done an outstanding job.  A motion was made by Mr. Sgalla to have the Director recommend C.T. Consultants to administer the CHIP Program; seconded by Mr. Householder; motion passed unanimously.
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USEPA GRANT –   Our first quarterly process report was due at the end of January.  It was submitted on January 12th.  Copies are available tonight if anyone is interested.  The main item  we need to accomplish is to identify sites.  The Director had available Access Agreements for anyone who may know someone who is interested in us completing a Phase I and Phase II study.  

FINANCIAL REPORT – Betty Lou Tarr reported  at the end of 2009 we had received $168,148.60 and the expenditures at the end of 2009 were $146,471.08 which left a balance of $21,677.52.  We completed 2009 in the black.  A motion was made by Mr. Cermak to accept the financial report; seconded by Mr. Sperry; motion passed unanimously. 


Mr. Mucci recognized a few people who were attending the RPC meeting this evening.  He introduced Dr. John Brown, the Executive Director of BHJ, Ruth Casey of Progress Alliance.  Ms. Casey announced she had passed out invitations to the Best of the Best of Jefferson County Dinner and explained there was a nomination sheet included  if anyone wanted to nominate someone for an award.  The Director also introduced Ms. Bowman who is the Compliance Officer for Jefferson County.


Mr. Mucci explained there are two guest speakers scheduled for tonight.  One is from the Census Bureau (Mr. Jim Yesko), which is why everyone received the census bags and gifts from the census bureau tonight.  Mr. Yesko thanked the Commission for letting him speak at the meeting.  He explained that they are in need of people to fill job positions.  He has material with him if anyone is interested in applying for a job.  Mr. Yesko explained this is the shortest form that the Census has ever had and how important it is that everyone be counted.  Every time a person doesn’t get counted we loose $1800 a year per person in funds.  We have to make sure that we get a very accurate count.  


Mr. Mucci announced for those who are on the Subdivision Committee they are going to need to  facilitate a meeting rather quickly.  Mr. Ralph Freshwater has submitted plans for a subdivision.  Back in 1994 a public hearing was held and in 1999 there was some activity but Mr. Freshwater has been asked to submit new drawings because the lot sizes have changed and the amount of homes changed.  We are starting the review process over.  Mr. Mucci asked for all those who are on the Subdivision Committee to let Betty Lou a good time and day for them to attend a meeting.  He will try to facilitate a meeting within the next week or two along with the other officials which need to be involved.  The Director said there will be another approval coming in the near future from Mr. Phillipson of the Joint Vocational School.  The Planning Commission had approved a subdivision out there and now they would like to expand it but it won’t be for another month or so.


Mr. Mucci introduced the second speaker as Irene Moore from the Jefferson Soil and Water Conservation District (JSWCD).  Ms. Moore explained over the years her office has received phone calls from township trustees concerned with the impact on the roads from logging operations.  Although that does not come under the jurisdiction of what JSWCD is responsible for they have worked together with the township trustees to help negotiate a reasonable solution.  Wells,  Salem, and most recently Steubenville township has worked with JSWCD and she is here tonight to extend an invitation to work with everyone.  As your conservation partner, she is here this evening for several reasons.  One is to assist your landowners in your villages, townships, and county in protecting one of their most valuable assets, their forest land.  She is also asking for everyone’s assistance to help the JSWCD office distribute planning information to woodlot owners and loggers in the townships and villages.  The JSWCD has a responsibility under the Ohio Agricultural Pollution Abatement Law (Housebill 88).  What they do is address complaints in relationship to agricultural and forestry pollution complaints.  Along with those complaints, when they are addressed, JSWCD has the opportunity to educate the landowner and the logger on proper best management practices to control the sediment that would be leaving the site of that operation.  She handed out copies of Housebill 88.   Ms. Moore wants everyone to know they can call her office and she will help, she doesn’t have any jurisdiction on their roads, but she does have jurisdiction up to that road and the landing area.
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NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be February 24, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.  on the second floor of the Towers. 

ADJOURNMENT:
Mr. Litva moved that the meeting be adjourned; seconded by Mr. Parise; motion carried

unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary

As per Betty Lou Tarr

