MINUTES

JEFFERSON COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

SEPTEMBER 28, 2011
The Towers

500 Market Street, 2nd Floor

Steubenville, Ohio

7:00 P.M.
Present:



              

Scott Fabian, President, R-Steubenville 

 

Ken Stanley, R-Irondale             

Township






Mayor Jeffrey Stone, R-Bergholz
Terry Bell, Vice-President, R-Salem Township


Mayor Harry Thomas, R-Richmond 
Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary, R-Toronto             


Larry Zelek, R-Mt. Pleasant Township
Brandon Andresen, R-Jefferson County 



Dean Connors, A-Rayland  
Jeffrey Bonecutter, R-Wayne Township



Charles Crawford, A-Saline Township 
Rich Brownlee, R-Bloomingdale            



Jim Horton, A-Adena               
Mark Clark, R-Island Creek Township             


Joe Kmatz, A-Springfield Township
Donnie Elder, R-Knox Township        



Ron Malin, A-Smithfield Township
Joe Ellis, R-Wells Township        




Denny Taylor, A-New Alexandria
John Hartline, R-Jefferson County   

 
       
Edwin Willison, A-Amsterdam
Mark Heskett, R-Dillonvale          




  
Danny Householder, R-Saline Township           


GUESTS
Phil Jordan, R-Ross Township           

       

Rich Gatchel, Dillonvale
Linda Kovach, R-Smithfield         


           
Dean Richards, Wells Township
Frank Litva, R-Warren Township          

         

Donald Wilson, Saline Township        
Mayor Frank Martin, R-Empire                    
             






Jason Mattern, R-Wintersville             



STAFF
Robert Nottingham, R-Cross Creek Township


Domenick Mucci, Jr., Director
Sgt. James Papp, R-Yorkville




Richard Fender, Planner
Michael Paprocki, R-Jefferson County



Betty Lou Tarr, Administrative Assistant
Matt Rose, R-Brush Creek Township
Carl Sgalla, R-Tiltonsville   
OPENING OF MEETING:
President Fabian opened the official JCRPC meeting by asking for a moment of silence after which the membership recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

ROLL CALL:
Vice-President Bell called the Roll which determined there were enough representatives and alternates present to constitute a quorum. 

MINUTES OF JUNE 22, 2011 MEETING








A motion was made by Mr. Householder to accept the minutes of the June 22,  2011 meeting; seconded by Mr. Elder; motion passed unanimously. 
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COMMUNICATIONS – President Fabian gave an update on the case of Blazy vs. Jefferson County.  Mr. Fabian explained for those who didn’t know the previous Director, Mr. Blazy, had filed a law suit against the Regional Planning Commission.  Mr. Blazy had filed the suit in Federal Court the first judges ruling last year came down in the Planning Commissions favor.  Mr. Blazy appealed it to the 6th District Court of Appeals in Cincinnati Ohio.  Three weeks following the hearing in July the attorney notified the Planning Commission they had won that case also in a 3-0 decision.  Mr. Blazy has two options in front of him now; he can file an appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court or he has one year to file in State Court here in Jefferson County.


Mr. Bell stated the Creek and Stream cleanup has begun and two crews are currently working; one in the northern part of the county and one in the southern part of the county.  The third will start in the middle next week.  The townships have been very cooperative.  


Mr. Bell explained the Commission members were given a sheet with 15 levies which will appear on the ballot this November; these levies affect villages, townships, and boards of education.  Mr. Bell was asking the Commission to endorse these levies.  A motion was made by Mayor Stone to endorse the levies; seconded by Mr. Litva.  Motion passed unanimously.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Before Director Mucci started his report he apologized to the Commission for his incident which happened on July 31 and the embarrassment if it were reflected here at Regional Planning.  He explained he is continuing to do his duties and if anyone wished to discuss this with him after the meeting he would be happy to talk with them. 


FY2010 CDBG FORMULA PROGRAM –  All the paving projects in Knox Township, Village of Dillonvale, Village of Empire, and the City of Toronto have been completed.  7 homes have been completed in the areas of Adena, Mt. Pleasant, Dillonvale, Mingo, Hammondsville, Amsterdam, and Richmond.  We have a small amount of monies left and our housing specialist is checking on a project to use up the remaining funds.

FY2011 CDBG FORMULA PROGRAM –  The allocation came down to be $260,000.00 ($24,000.00 less than last year) however we are required to use $24,000.00 plus $856.00 for administration from the county’s Revolving Loan Fund which brought our allocation back to the same amount as last year.  The breakdown is as follows:


$48,000.00-Village of Smithfield (Repaving-Tanner and High Streets)



$48,000.00-Wintersville (Sidewalk-Fernwood Road)


$48,000.00-Wells Township (Repaving-Washington Road)



$27,200.00-City of Toronto (Repaving Fifth Street from Alexander to Craig Street)



$67,800.00-Home Repairs

The grant application was extended until the end of July and the application was submitted before that date.  Hopefully we will hear something from the State by next month.


The Ohio Neighborhood Stabilization -   We have completed 29 demolitions.  We are still working with our Consultants (CT Consultants), Belmont County and Region 19 for unused funds.  The Director has contacted communities that were on the list asking them to start preparing incase this funding becomes available.   Mr. Mucci explained the list has far more demolitions than there is going to be funds so he has contacted Tiltonsville, Dillonvale, Smithfield, Rayland, Warren Township, Wintersville, and Bergholz and suggested they pick a house or two in trying to be fair across the board and all the communities have been very cooperative in providing the information needed to proceed.

 USEPA Grant – We are almost to the end of the one million dollars, Rich will report on it.  We were able to complete around 19 Phase I studies and 7 or 8 Phase II studies.  In fact last Thursday we requested the Commissioners to approve a Resolution so we can apply for some Clean Ohio Funds to do a Phase II study of the Clay Coal Property in Toronto.  
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WATER AND SEWER (Pottery Addition) – Regional Planning applied for $600,000.00 CDBG Grant ($500,000.00 Project Costs and $100,000.00 LMI Tap ins) and were awarded the grant.  We have received 19 applications for assistance.  In July and August we held several meetings one of which included our funding sources, water and sewer and the consultant.  On September 7th we held a pre-bid meeting.  The bids have since been opened with Dave Sugar being the lowest bidder.

Land Use Plan – We have been awarded a $20,000.00 grant through RCAP.  We have identified our stakeholders and a meeting will be held on October 4, 2011 at 1:30 p.m. here at the Towers on the 2nd floor.  Remember the plan will take time to develop and the success will depend on the input we receive from everyone.

OMEGA – Will be holding a Funding Opportunity Workshop on October 12 at 1:30 p.m. at Eastern Gateway Community College.  This workshop will talk about funding opportunities for drinking water, wastewater, roads, bridges and recreational facilities projects.  Everyone received a brochure in this month’s meeting notice; if anyone needs one they are available on the table by the door.

Fair Housing – Next month as a speaker we will have Fair Housing Training for elected and appointed officials.  This is a new requirement of our CDBG funding.  This will take around 30 or 40 minutes.  I will make sure reports are brief.  A flyer has been provided for the event.

PLANNERS REPORT


The Planner reported since the last meeting in June we have completed  1 Phase I and 5 Phase II.  We are up to 19 Phase I and 6 Phase II.  He announced he had a few copies of the USEPA brownfields grant quarterly report from April to June 2011 if anyone wanted to see it.


He has been busy preparing a Clean Ohio Assistance Fund Grant application to pay for a Phase II study of the Kaul Clay property in Toronto.


As Domenick mentioned we are going to be having a meeting for the Land Use Plan.  The Planner is working with the individuals who will be facilitating that meeting and helping prepare the land use plan by collecting information on different topics which effect land use.

The Planner has been attending GIS trainings to learn how to use ArcGIS 10.0 which is being installed on his computer.


He assisted with the CDBG application by creating the maps and writing the next effect statements.

The Planner was able to attend the 2011 Statewide Floodplain Management conference which was held on July 27 and 28 in Columbus through a scholarship.
FINANCIAL REPORT


Betty Lou reported the receipts as of the end of August in the Regional Planning account were $158,503.84 and the disbursements were $108,205.18 which leaves a balance of $ 50,295.66.  She also reported there will be a meeting tomorrow of all the Department Heads and Elected Officials to discuss the budget.  She explained to the Commission, even though the Commissioners supports the RPC budget with $100,000.00, the Planning Commission through the Brownfields, CDBG FY10, NSP, Clean Ohio Fund, Pottery Addition, and the Land Use Plan has brought nearly $2 million dollars into the county and this total doesn’t include our CHIP Program.
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NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be October 26, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.  on the second floor of the Towers. 

ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Connors moved that the meeting be adjourned; seconded by Mr. Jordan; motion carried

unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary

As per Betty Lou Tarr

