MINUTES

JEFFERSON COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 22, 2015
The Towers

500 Market Street, 2nd Floor

Steubenville, Ohio

7:00 P.M.
Present:



                  
Danny Householder, Vice-President, R-Saline             Dana Brown, R-Yorkville


Township      





Chris Rawlings, R-Brush Creek Township
Ken Stanley, Secretary, R-Irondale
          
  
Lou Vandeborne, R-Cross Creek Township
Brandon Andresen, R-Jefferson County    

Mark Clark, R-Island Creek Township
Mike Paprocki, R-Jefferson County

  
Sam Grafton, A-Island Creek Township
John Hartline, R-Jefferson County


John Danko, R-Knox Township
Teresa DiCarlantonio, R-Steubenville

     
Rick Ricchetti, R-Mt. Pleasant Township
          
Richard Trzaskoma, R-Toronto



Phil Jordan, R-Ross Township   

Chip Snider, R-Adena




Eric Mercer, R-Salem Township
Mayor Gary Pepperling, R-Amsterdam


Dan Cermak, R-Smithfield Township

Cathy Devitt, A-Amsterdam



William Stewart, R-Springfield Township

  


Gary Griffith, R-Bergholz




Wayne Ruckman, R-Steubenville Township
Rich Brownlee, R-Bloomingdale



Frank Litva, R-Warren Township
Mayor David Gaffney, A-Bloomingdale  


Dr. Brian Wilson, R-Wayne Township


Trisha Painter, R-Dillonvale



Gini Chandler, A-Wayne Township


Lawrence Porter, R-Empire    



John Goosman, R-Wells Township
Mayor John Fabian, R-Mingo Junction
                     


Mayor Charles Bannanio, R-Mt. Pleasant

GUEST




Denny Taylor, R-New Alexandria         


Kay Hilderbrand, Amsterdam
Kim McKnight, R-Rayland





Mayor Harry Thomas, R-Richmond


STAFF



Mayor Ted Boyd, R-Smithfield



Domenick Mucci, Jr., Director
Mayor Kristine Prati, R-Tiltonsville


Rich Fender, Planner

Jason Mattern, R-Wintersville



Betty Lou Tarr, Administrative Assistant













OPENING OF MEETING:

Vice-President Householder opened the official JCRPC meeting by asking for a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL:
Vice President Householder called the Roll which determined there were enough representatives and alternates present to constitute a quorum. 
MINUTES OF MARCH 25, 2015 MEETING








A motion was made by Mr. Brown  to accept the minutes of the March 25, 2015  meeting; seconded by Mayor Thomas; motion passed unanimously. 
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no communications at this time.
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT

The Director asked if everyone had received a copy of his report prior to the meeting and everyone had.

Financial Report – The Director stated the Board of County Commissioners adopted the budget and because of the cut made to the Regional Planning Commission Rich is now cut down to 28 hours a week with no hospitalization and Domenick is reduced down from a 10 day period to a 9 day and he also was cut .50 cents an hour.  We want to try to salvage and survive so Monday there will be a meeting of the finance committee.  The volunteers who are serving on the finance committee are Mark Clark, Geno Morelli, Mayor Thomas, Scott Fabian, Carl Sgalla, Mayor Gaffney, and Commissioner Graham.  Unless there is a true commitment to Regional Planning we are going to need to look at our operations and the services which we are providing and some of them we will have to develop an exit strategy.  The work load is getting more and more and we have some additional demands.  As the floodplain administrator for Jefferson County, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources came in and this has been going on for about a year now they did some site visits throughout the county and identified some properties and we are now in contact with those property owners to see if they have the proper certificates and all.  So let alone the grant opportunities we are working on there are other additional things which need to be done as well.  We are hoping for the best.  We are hoping Monday’s meeting is very fruitful.     

WATER AND SEWER – We continue to work with Adena on their Wastewater project.  We have requested an extension on this project from the State.  The request is now for project completion, July 1, 2015; payment requests, July 31, 2015; and the final performance report, August 31, 2015.  The village is waiting on the signed document.

LAND BANK – This program has consumed a lot of time.  We have met the first benchmark of the grant, we had to submit 14 properties and by the end of last month we actually submitted 16 noting one of them was a vacant lot.  The next meeting will be May 6, 2015 at 1:30 here at the Towers in the Health Board conference room and it is opened to the public.  The Director explained the ones which are in the bank right now we would like to break up into three different phases to do the actual demolition.  He reminded everyone this is a reimbursement program which means title searches has to be done, asbestos survey, demolition, and the seeding of the property.  All the ingredients for this demolition have to be done so it can be submitted for reimbursement. 

CLEAN OHIO – This agreement is for $417,400.00 and is for an environmental assessment Phase II at the Yorkville/Tiltonsville Plant.


USEPA - We are still waiting to hear the outcome of this $600,000.00 application.  If we are successful, we will generate $17,000 in administration over a three year period.


 2012 CHIP – We have received a letter from the Ohio Department Services Agency on a Monitoring Report and the Director read the section of the report which stated Jefferson County completed their CHIP Grant with good results.  The project files were well maintained and contained the required documentation and they look forward to working with Jefferson County in the future.

2013 CDBG FORMULA – We have been notified by Ben Kepple, Office of Community Development (ODSA) that we are scheduled to have a monitoring visit for the FY2013 grant.  We are reviewing the files to make sure everything is in order.  At this point everything looks good with the exception of the information on prevailing wage.  The county presently is without a prevailing wage officer and when this work was done Prudy Bowman was there.


2014 CDBG FORMULA – This grant is for $159,000.00.  Clay has concluded the Bid Specs for paving projects in the Village of Bergholz and Steubenville Township.  We will be putting these projects out to bid real soon.  Unfortunately we haven’t received anything from Tiltonsville on their water line 
project so this project will have to go out to bid by itself.  We were going to try to combine both projects into one ad in the newspaper to save money, but Tiltonsville will have to pay for their ad separately.  The Director cautioned the Village the money has to be spent this year.
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2014 CHIP- We are continuing to work with Marshall Bleckman and Associates who is administering this grant through the City of Toronto.  Again we were awarded $225,000 (over a two year period) and we will receive $1,250.00 a year to administrate.  We have received more than enough applications and only have funding for about 6 or 7 rehabs.  We had a much larger response when the program went out to the whole county as opposed as being in a targeted area.


2015 CDBG FORMULA – This application is for $135,000.00.  Once again our funding has been reduced.  As everyone will recall the Director did a presentation at our last meeting, gave everyone a packet, and there was stuff up on the walls and we talked about projects .  A lot of you responded and we received 21 projects from 14 communities.  We also received 3 projects from the JCWSD in all categories.  This is good.  We don’t know if the projects qualify yet by being in a Low Moderate Income area.  If the projects which were submitted did not appear in one of the shaded areas on the map which was provided to everyone then you will need to do a door to door survey.  The review committee will be meeting on Monday at 5:30 p.m. to evaluate the applications.  The committee consists of Mr. Branagan, Mr. Erosevich, 2 representatives from townships, 2 representatives from villages, a citizen at large, and a city representative from Toronto. We need to move quickly with this because the deadline for the application is June 26 at 4:00 p.m. We still need to hold a second public hearing which is scheduled for May 28, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. at the Commissioner’s Office.  The projects need to be identified prior to this hearing.  We have to have the Public Hearing notices to people 2 weeks prior to the Public Hearing.

FAIR HOUSING – April is Fair Housing month and we held two seminars both were here at the Towers.  The first one was for Tenants on April 21st and the second one on April 22nd for Landlords.  There were 7 educational outreach in the county with 2 more scheduled in May.  

  PLANNERS REPORT
  
We anticipate finding out if we received the $600,000 USEPA assessment grant in May.

As far as the Land Bank Domenick pretty much described it and the planner added that as they go through the process there will be quite a few challenges because in addition to locating potential properties in the land bank we will also need to do a process to acquire the properties as well as the demolition.


As far as the Yorkville Plant the site draft should be submitted to the EPA by the beginning of June.  After the EPA reviews the final Phase II is expected to be completed in July.

FINANCIAL REPORT


Betty Lou reported as of the end of March the receipts (including our carryover) was $44,240.99 and the expenses were $39,097.19 leaving a balance of $5,143.80.  She told the Commission the financial reports which include all the accounts the Planning Commission is administrating were available on the table for anyone who was interested.
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be May 27, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.  on the second floor of the Towers.  
ADJOURNMENT


A motion was made by Mr. Vandeborne to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Mr. Jordan; motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,







Ken Stanley, Secretary






As per Betty Lou Tarr
