MINUTES

JEFFERSON COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

SEPTEMBER 23, 2009

The Towers

500 Market Street, 2nd Floor

Steubenville, Ohio

7:00 P.M.
Present:



              

Scott Fabian, President, M-Steubenville


Rich Gatchel, A-Dillonvale              

     Township






Mark Heskett, A-Dillonvale            

Terry Bell, Vice President, M-Salem Township

Anna Otto, A-Mt. Pleasant    

Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary, M-Toronto


Phil Piciacchia, A-Yorkville            

Jeffrey Bonecutter, M-Wayne Township 


Jon Sperry, A-Stratton       

Rich Brownlee, M-Bloomingdale    


Jim Stone, A- Bergholz                  

Bill Cermak, M-Smithfield Township 


Ed Willison, A-Amsterdam

Mark Clark, M-Island Creek Township


            

Teresa DiCarlantonio, M-Steubenville     

COUNTY ENGINEER           

Donnie Elder, M-Knox Township    


Jim Branagan, P.E.

Joe Ellis, M-Wells Township                              
   

Adrian Ferroni, M-Jefferson County                   
GUESTS

Gene Furbee, M-Saline Township         


Sherry Finney, Farm Bureau               

Joe Kmatz, M-Springfield Township               

Deana Kelley, Irondale                     

Charles Kokiko, M-Mt. Pleasant Township       

Irene Moore, Jefferson County Soil & Water

Frank Litva, M-Warren Township   


     Conservation District

Mayor Frank Martin, M-Empire             

     
Bill Smith, Farm Bureau          

Geno Morelli, M-Cross Creek Township           

Michele Specut, Farm Bureau

Michael Paprocki, M-Jefferson County        

Wendee Zadanski, Jefferson County Soil &

Matt Parise, M-Wintersville 



      Water Conservation District

Melody Pesta, M-Ross Township 



     

Matt Rose, M-Brush Creek Township


STAFF                

Carl Sgalla, M-Tiltonsville                     


Domenick Mucci, Jr., Director       

Sherma Chevalier, A-Irondale



Robert Smith, Planner

John R. Fabian, A-Mingo Junction


Betty Lou Tarr, Administrative Assistant

OPENING OF MEETING:
President Fabian opened the official JCRPC meeting by asking for a moment of silence after which the membership recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

ROLL CALL:
Vice-President Bell called the Roll which determined there were enough representatives and alternates present to constitute a quorum. 

MINUTES OF JUNE 24, 2009 MEETING








A motion was made by Mr. Kmatz to accept the minutes of the June 24,  2009 meeting; seconded by Mr. Cermak; motion passed unanimously. 
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COMMUNICATIONS – There were no communications.

COMMITTEE REPORTS – There were no reports at this time.

GUEST SPEAKER – President Fabian introduced Wendee Zadanski from the Jefferson County Soil and Water Conservation District.  Ms. Zadanski stated she would be speaking about the Clean Ohio Fund.  She reported that she sits on the Committee for the Greenspace Conservation.  She handed out a packet to the Commission members which explains the Ohio Public Works Commission, how to apply for the funding, the requirements for participation, the instructions for completing the project application, the project emphasis, what qualifies, and a preliminary application.  She did a brief review of each of the pages.  For those who did not receive a packet they were told to contact the Regional Planning Commission office (740) 283-8568 and they could obtain an application.  She emphasized that people just need to get their project on paper and submit it to the Committee.  She told the Commission members that they have until October 13 to get the pre-applications to the committee.


President Fabian then introduced Michele Specut from the Ohio Farm Bureau.  Mrs. Specut reported she was pleased to be here.  She introduced Sherry Finney who is the council president for the Jefferson County Farm Bureau and Bill Smith who is one of the action team members.  She stated that Mark Clark also sits on the Farm Bureau.  She explained she was here to ask for support on Issue 2 which will be on the ballot.  This originally started in 2002.  She asked everyone if they could imagine not ever being able to eat milk, meat, or eggs in their lives again.  This is why they are here tonight.  In 2002 an animal activist group approached certain states and put ballot initiatives either through legislation or ballot initiative on in their state.  Since 2002 this animal activist group from Washington, D.C. has been active and successful.  This group is called the Humane Society of the United States; this organization has nothing to do with the local Humane Society.  It is very confusing to the local humane society and people because a lot of people donate to this society thinking they are donating to shelters and this is not true.  The Humane Society is a large organization based in Washington, D.C. and they are very opposed to the consumption of milk, egg, and cheese.  This is a concern to those in agriculture because they are dairy farmers and hog farmers.  This is very important to Ohio because in Ohio, agriculture is the number one economic factor.  She explained this is why they are here tonight, to ask for everyone’s support.  The reason this group is targeting Ohio in 2010 because agriculture is the number one industry.  She explained they will come in and show clips on television that may not had even happened here and they are not acceptable when it comes to animal care.  The farm bureau admits that it is not acceptable.  If we lose the number one industry in the State, imagine what it will do to the economy.  This is a joint resolution between the house, the state house and the senate they walked hand and hand with this resolution it was overwhelmingly supported by both houses and they put this on the ballot for this fall.  This will establish a livestock care licensing board.  This board will be made up of thirteen members, these members will be veterinarians, some farmers, some consumers, a member of the local humane society, dean of the college of agriculture and it will be headed by the Director of Agriculture.  This board will set standards for dairy farms, hog farms, etc.  These farms may have to change some things that they do, but they definitely don’t feel that they are abusing the animals.  It is very important that they have everyone’s support because the Commission is the influential people in the county and everyone needs to know what this Issue 2 is.  It is a proactive approach to say we do not want people from Washington D.C. who have never stepped foot on a farm in their lives to come and tell agriculture how to take care of their animals and how to do business.  


A motion was made by Mr. Bell to have the Regional Planning Commission adopt a resolution to support State Issue 2 the creation the Ohio Livestock Standards Board; Mr. Cermak seconded; motion passed unanimously.


Ms. Specut stated their were blank resolutions available if anyone wished to have their council, trustees, or company pass one in support of Issue 2.
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PLANNER’S REPORT 


 Mr. Smith reported he was still working on the Ohio USEPA Brownfield Grant.  A work plan has been submitted and we are still waiting for the approval from the regional manager in region 5.  One of the main aspects of this grant is to get an Environmental Consultant on board.  Requests for Qualifications (RFQ) were sent out to 17 Consultants and we received 10 of those back.  A committee was formed to review the RFQ’s and we called in the top 5 for interviews.  A consultant has not been chosen yet, we will reconvene soon.  We did receive the cooperative agreement from the USEPA and it will go through the Commissioners meeting tomorrow for Dr. Graham’s signature.  He reported the grant will go into effect October 1, 2009.  Mr. Smith asked the Commission again if anyone knows of any site which could have a Phase I, Phase II study done, please let him know.  


He reported he attended a National Brownfields Association seminar in Canton.  He explained they toured a large hanger there where they were building the blimps and the outside of that building had hazardous substance on it.  They used Brownfields money, Clean Ohio Funds and encapsulated the whole hanger in rubber.  They are now using the hanger for mini blimps.  They are using them in Iraq to do surveillance and things like that.

 DIRECTOR’S REPORT


Director Mucci asked for a moment of silence in remembrance of Mr. Steve Pesta who passed away.  He then introduced his wife, Melody, who will be taking his place not only on our Commission, but as a Trustee for Ross Township.


MT. PLEASANT SCHOOL –   The demolition project has been completed.  RSV has received in full our commitment of $50,000.00.


FY2008 CDBG FORMULA PROGRAM – The paving projects in the townships of Island Creek, Ross, and Smithfield have been completed.  We have assisted 9 homeowners in Wells Township, New Alexandria, Stratton, Adena, Knox Township, Island Creek Township, Tiltonsville, Wayne Township, and Bloomingdale.  We are in the process of doing two more repairs in Rayland and Mingo Junction. 


FY2009 CDBG FORMULA PROGRAM – We have received the grant agreement in the amount of $249,000.00.  The areas for projects are Warren Township, Village of Yorkville, and Village of Irondale, all are paving projects.  We hope to be able to assist at least 8 homes with Emergency Repairs.  This grant will go to the Commissioners tomorrow for Commissioner Graham’s signature.


FY2010 CDBG FORMULA PROGRAM – The three areas which will be eligible for projects are Dillonvale, Empire, and Knox Township.  Mr. Mucci asked that they start thinking about what their projects will be.  


The Ohio Neighborhood Stabilization (NSP) Plan for region 19, which includes Jefferson County, is moving forward.  There are seven demolitions scheduled in Toronto with one pending and five in Steubenville Township with one pending.  We have advertised for qualified demolition contractors.  CT Consultants, under our contract, will provide the demolition specs.


USEPA GRANT – Bob Smith has completed the work plan and it is being reviewed by the USEPA.  Request for Qualifications were sent out and we received ten proposals.  After establishing a review committee made up of one county commissioner, RPC planner, and a member from the brownfield task force, two members from the coalition, and the director of RPC we rated the proposals and narrowed the list down to five and conducted interviews.  The Committee will meet in the near future to make a recommendation to the county commissioners.


Mr. Mucci reported the County Engineer approached him about a project out in Friendship Park for the wastewater collection system.  Mr. Branagan identified some sources of funding, plus he had asked the townships and villages to give up their recreation dollars so he could have some money and a lot of the villages and townships agreed to that.  He was still short $61,500.00 for the project.   Mr. Mucci put an application together for OMEGA and was successful in obtaining the $61,500.00.  Congratulations to Mr. Branagan.
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WEB SITE - Mr. Mucci reminded everyone to check out the Regional Planning website www.rpc.jeffersoncountyoh.com.  as we continue to work on it and keep it upgraded.

FINANCIAL REPORT – Betty Lou Tarr reported to date we have received $154,118.60 and the expenditures to date are $105,884.02 which leaves a balance of $48,234.58.  We are still in the black with our Regional Planning Commission monies.  She reported there are full reports available which show all of the accounts including RPC available at the desk.

Mr. Mucci reported that he will be attending the Board of Commissioners meeting tomorrow.  We have asked the Commissioners to sign the USEPA million dollar grant agreement and also to sign the FY09 CDBG Grant in the amount of $249,000.00.

Mr. Mucci reported Mr. Bell brought to his attention the activities which were happening with State Lake.  Mr. Bell made a presentation to the Board of County Commissioners and made them aware of what is happening out there.  Mr. Bell explained that basically the State of Ohio Department of Natural Resources wanted to turn Jefferson State Park into a wildlife area.  Salem Township took a very aggressive role that they did not want that park touched.  Basically, in the past week there have been some very good meetings with all those involved.  The Ohio Department of Natural Resources may be changing their decision.  It is yet to be determined.  Director Mucci called upon Irene Moore, Director of Soil and Water Conservation.  She followed up with a meeting she had with the Division of Wildlife who will be responsible for Jefferson State Lake.

Mr. Mucci announced the speaker for next month’s meeting, on October 28, will be Mr. Sean Logan, Director of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources.  

NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be October 28, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.  on the second floor of the Towers. 

ADJOURNMENT:
Mr. Litva moved that the meeting be adjourned; seconded by Mr. Parise; motion carried

unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary

As per Betty Lou Tarr

