MINUTES

JEFFERSON COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

JUNE 27, 2012
The Towers

500 Market Street, 2nd Floor

Steubenville, Ohio

7:00 P.M.
Present:



              

Scott Fabian, Vice-President, R-Steubenville

Walt Ziemba, R-Wintersville
   Township                            



Karen Vargo, R-Yorkville               
Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary, R-Toronto         

Matthew Rose, R-Brush Creek Township
Brandon Andresen, R-Jefferson County 


Lou Vandeborne, R-Cross Creek Township
Mike Paprocki, R-Jefferson County     


Mark Clark, R-Island Creek Township
John Hartline, R-Jefferson County   


John Danko, R-Knox Township        
Teresa DiCarlantonio, R-Steubenville


Larry Zelek, R-Mt. Pleasant Township
Edwin Willison, R-Amsterdam               


Phil Jordan, R-Ross Township       
Ken Nice, A-Amsterdam                   


Donald Wilson, R-Saline Township       
Rich Brownlee, R-Bloomingdale        


Dan Cermak, R-Smithfield Township      
Mayor Dave Gaffney, A-Bloomingdale

. 
William Stewart, R-Springfield Township
Trisha Painter, R-Dillonvale   



Frank Litva, R-Warren Township    
Mayor Frank Martin, R-Empire       


Dr. Brian Wilson, R-Wayne Township
Connie Tice, A-Empire                  


Joe Ellis, R-Wells Township
Ken Stanley, R-Irondale                      


Dean Richards, A-Wells Township 
John Fabian, R-Mingo Junction      




Mayor Charles Banannio, R-Mt. Pleasant

VISITORS
Chuck Rine, R-New Alexandria     


Stephen Vargo, Yorkville

            
Dean Connors, R-Rayland    



Jack Cera, State Representative


Mayor Harry Thomas, R-Richmond             

Dr. John Brown, BHJ


Mayor Ted Boyd, R-Smithfield



Greg DiDonato, OMEGA
Terri Barath, A-Smithfield  



 
Jon Sperry, R-Stratton




STAFF
Carl Sgalla, R-Tiltonsville




Domenick Mucci, Jr., Director









Richard Fender, Planner








Betty Lou Tarr, Administrative Assistant

OPENING OF MEETING:
In the absence of President Bell, Vice-President Fabian opened the official JCRPC meeting by asking for a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL:
Vice-President Fabian called the Roll which determined there were enough representatives and alternates present to constitute a quorum. 

MINUTES OF MAY 23, 2012 MEETING








A motion was made by Mr. Sperry to accept the minutes of the May 23, 2012 meeting; seconded by Mayor Thomas; motion passed unanimously. 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT

FY2011 CDBG FORMULA PROGRAM – 2011 allocation is $284,000.00. All the projects are under contract.  The sidewalk project in Wintersville is completed.  The repaving project in Wells is completed, Smithfield should start soon and Toronto should start sometime at the end of this month or at the beginning of July.

$48,000.00 – Village of Smithfield (Repaving-High Street)


$48,000.00 – Wintersville (Sidewalk – Fernwood Road)


$48,000.00 - Wells Township (Repaving-Washington Road)

$27,200.00 - 
City of Toronto (Repaving Fifth Street-from Alexander Street to Craig Street)


$6,000.00 – Fair Housing


$67,800.00 – Home Repairs – On May 21st there was a bid opening in our office.  5 out of 8 of the bids were within 10% of the Housing Specialist estimate.  The remainder 3 will be rebid with modifications and we may be able to do one of the homes located in Irondale with CHIP Home Repair funds.  Once again we were able to move the program throughout the county.

The Ohio Neighborhood Stabilization – We are in the final stages of doing the final list of 12 demolitions.  Certified letters went out today by the Health Department.  They have 30 days to respond and thereafter we will advertise the demolition on the houses.

USEPA Grant – Rich will report on this.  We are still moving forward with the Clean Ohio Funds up in Toronto and we will be closing out the USEPA hopefully the latter part of September.


Water and Sewer (Pottery Addition and Adena) We continue to move forward with this project and they are in the process of doing the LMI laterals.   We have spent our $500,000.00 and we still have the $100,000.00 for the LMI hookups which they will probably start working on soon.

Land Use Plan – This plan continues to move forward.


2012 CDBG – The grant was mailed a week early, the deadline was June 22nd and we mailed it in on June 14th.  The grant is for $227,000.00 and once again the state is asking us to use $25,928.00 of the RLF monies.  Total of the grant will be $252,928.00.

Attorney General-Moving Ohio Forward Grant (Demolitions) – The Director handed out some guideline sheets for everyone to review.  As it was decided at the last meeting the Cities (Steubenville and Toronto) would get 10 demolitions, the Townships would get 12, and the Villages would get 7.  At the last meeting everyone broke up into groups; the Villages (with Mr. Ziemba and Mayor DiCarlo leading) and Townships (with Mr. Bell and Mr. Fabian leading) and a list of addresses were provided to Director Mucci, however, a lot of the information was not complete.  The grant application was due June 30th and Director Mucci was granted an extension.  He told the Commission on the second page of the handout was the list of address which were submitted.  He told everyone there  if an address was included on that list from their township or village he needs the information listed on the front sheet of the handout and everyone has until next Friday July 6, to have this information to the office. Vice-President Fabian reported the Townships had agreed to let everyone have at least one.  There is still room for 4 townships to submit a demolition.  Mr. Fabian said they were going to take them on a first come, first serve basis.  He then asked the townships who haven’t submitted anything if they were interested in submitting a project and could they have it submitted by July 6.  Some of the townships responded they were interested.
PLANNERS REPORT

The Planner reported he went to the 2012 Ohio Brownfields conference in Columbus from May 23 to May 24th.  He attended several sessions including one on grant writing.  The conference costs were paid out of the USEPA grant.


There will be a Brownfields Task Force meeting on August 8th as part of the process of applying for another USEPA coalition grant.


The Brownfields grant was audited by the Auditor of State and it was determined that we needed to file Federal Financial Reports for the years of 2010 and 2011.  These reports have been filed.
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FINANCIAL REPORT


Betty Lou reported we have received $103,621.25 as of the end of May and the current disbursements were $64,884.87 which left a current balance of $38,736.38.  She told the Commission the financial reports were available on the table for anyone who is interested.

At this time Vice-President Fabian called upon State Representative Jack Cera  and asked if there was anything he would like to add.  State Representative thanked everyone for having him at the meeting and stated he is still trying to get around the county and meet everyone.  He told the Commission his office is available to help in any way and feel free to call his office.  He told everyone the Energy Bill passed just a month or two ago and he had an amendment to try to strengthen the language in it so if there was a dispute between the driller and the local government it would go to a mediation process so it could be worked out, it was not accepted. Basically when the oil and gas come to you about your roads, they can say they tried to get an agreement and they can send in documents to ODNR that says they made a good faith effort to come to an agreement and it didn’t work and they will proceed to get their permit.  He would advise everyone to try their best to work with the company and make sure the company does the right thing.  If not, feel free to contact his office.

Mr. Fabian then asked Mr. Greg DiDonato from OMEGA if he had anything he would like to add.  Mr. DiDonato said he knows the Governor’s office of Appalachia has  community facilities funds he thinks some have used for roofs, parks, and handicaps.  He said what becomes complicated  is the Governor’s office gave $300,000.00 a year out and you would have to match $30,000.00 for these types of projects.  They have decided with having all the cutbacks it is really complicated in the sense of time consuming for them because the grants are so little, but they were very important.  They have offered each of the three local districts $100,000.00 each and they are probably going to take over the program.  The problem is the State wants to know by July 15th how they are going to handle everything including handling the money, monitoring, and guarantee the work is done.  He would like everyone to take a look at it. 

Mr. Fabian asked Dr. Brown from BHJ if he had anything he wanted to speak about.  Dr. Brown started with an explanation of what BHJ stood for (Brooke-Hancock-Jefferson Metropolitan Planning Commission).  They are a two state metro agency, there are 17 recognized metro agencies like BHJ in Ohio.  Representing Jefferson County they work closely with Mr. Mucci helping him a lot with transportation background and geographic improvement.  They are the organization recognized to review Regional projects.  He showed a map of the last 3 years which showed there had been 15 projects in Jefferson County which they were involved in, managing and administrating.  

At this time Vice-President asked for a motion to go into Executive Session.  A motion was made by Mr. Andresen to go into Executive Session; seconded by Mr. Sperry; motion passed unanimously.


A motion was made by Mr. Sgalla to go back into regular meeting; seconded by Mr. Fabian; motion passed unanimously.


Vice-President Fabian asked for a motion to accept the raises as given by the Executive Committee.  Mr. Sgalla made a motion to accept the raises as given by the Executive Board; seconded by Mayor Thomas; motion passed unanimously.
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NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be September 26, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  on the second floor of the Towers.  
ADJOURNMENT


A motion was made by Mr. Jordan to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Mr. Zelek; motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted,

Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary

As per Betty Lou Tarr

