MINUTES

JEFFERSON COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

FEBRUARY 27, 2013
The Towers

500 Market Street, 2nd Floor

Steubenville, Ohio

7:00 P.M.
Present:



              

Terry Bell, President, R-Salem Township     

Dan Morgan, R-Brush Creek Township  
Scott Fabian, Vice-President, Steubenville 

Geno Morelli, R-Cross Creek Township      
    Township






Mark Clark, R-Island Creek Township

Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary, R-Toronto


Donnie Elder, R-Knox Township    
Brandon Andresen, R-Jefferson County      

Larry Zelek, R-Mt. Pleasant Township
Michael Paprocki, R-Jefferson County


Phil Jordan, R-Ross Township
John Hartline, R-Jefferson County   


Danny Householder, R-Saline Township
Teresa DiCarlantonio, R-Steubenville 


Donald Wilson, A-Saline Township
Mayor Jim Horton,  R-Adena          


Dan Cermak, R-Smithfield Township         
Mayor Gary Pepperling,  R-Amsterdam


William Stewart, R-Springfield Township
Gary Griffith, R-Bergholz 

 


Frank Litva, R-Warren Township         
Rich Brownlee, R-Bloomingdale



Dr. Brian Wilson, R-Wayne Township     
Christine Lollathin, R-Dillonvale


Russell Crowe, R-Irondale     



GUESTS
Ken Stanley, A-Irondale                


Greg Nemeth, Port Authority
John Fabian, R-Mingo Junction        




Mayor Charles Banannio, R-Mt. Pleasant
Denny Taylor, R-New Alexandria



STAFF
Mayor Tammy Morelli, R-Rayland



Domenick Mucci, Jr., Director
Mayor Harry Thomas, R-Richmond           

Richard Fender, Planner
Mayor Ted Boyd, R-Smithfield             


Betty Lou Tarr, Administrative Assistant
Terri Barath, A-Smithfield
Jon Sperry, R-Stratton
Carl Sgalla, R-Tiltonsville
Walt Ziemba, R-Wintersville

Karen Vargo, R-Yorkville

OPENING OF MEETING:





President Bell opened the official JCRPC meeting by asking for a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL:
President Bell called the Roll which determined there were enough representatives and alternates present to constitute a quorum. 

MINUTES OF JANUARY 23, 2013 MEETING








A motion was made by Mr. Sperry to accept the minutes of the January 23, 2013 meeting; seconded by Mr. Brownlee; motion passed unanimously. 

COMMUNICATIONS
President Bell announced for the Township’s which have been approached by representatives from Spectra Pipeline Company, there will be a public meeting at Eastern Gateway Community College on April 8, 2013 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. downstairs in the quiet lounge.  They will have various informational 
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stations set up.  Every elected official in the county, every property owner which has been sent a letter
from this company is invited.  This is the best way to get concrete information for the pipeline which is coming.  Also, on March 19, 2013 the Oil and Gas committee is having a public meeting at Eastern Gateway Community College at 6:00 p.m. this will be an informational meeting from the Farm Bureau Extension through Ohio State for the proper language which should be in a right of way lease, what you need to have as a property owner, and what you don’t want in there.  

Mr. Bell stated that Brian Wilson from Wayne Township has been dealing with a company by the name of Global Geo Physical Services they have come up with a road use agreement.  Mr. Wilson stated they came wanting signatures and the County Commissioners nor the County Engineers office has signed off on this road use agreement.  They explained the vehicles which they are traveling on will be a truck with a trailer and the trailer is going to have the 43,000 pound truck which will be carrying on the test.  He just wanted to make everyone aware if they are approached by them nobody has signed off on it.  The Commissioners are waiting to look at more details out at Friendship Park and the County Engineers office and then do an amendment.

President Bell announced at this moment the Budget for 2014-2015 is zipping through the legislatures in Columbus there are over 4,200 pages in that budget.  One thing which attracted a lot of attention and is a good thing for township governments and small villages and small counties is  the local government funding costs which was received will be reduced no more, they are frozen.  The disturbing part is the 80,000 pound load limit is being increased to 90,000 pounds, it was discussed in the House of Representatives this afternoon, it was brought up in a motion to take it out of the budget, it failed, the Republicans passed it, and it is going to the Senate.  Our only hope is that between the County Commissioners, County Engineers, Township Association, and several other State wide organizations  who are really putting pressure on the Senate, they will take that out.

Vice-President Fabian announced last meeting he had talked to everyone about the public records training, he spoke with the State Auditors office and they were trying to get it scheduled for a Saturday morning but they don’t do Saturday mornings anymore.  We will need to schedule it on a weekday.  Everyone agreed to have a morning session as opposed to an afternoon session.  Mr. Fabian stated he will need to send a letter out to everyone with the date and time and any further information.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Attorney General – Moving Ohio Forward Grant (Demolition) –  Today a bid opening was held for 12 out of the 28 demolitions.  The bid is being reviewed by our consultant and our office.  Notice to proceed should go out within the week.  We will put together another group of demolitions by mid March and after that we will do an analysis of the budget.

The Ohio Neighborhood Stabilization – All scheduled demolitions are completed.  We are in the process of reviewing the program with Region 19 to finalize the budget and close out the program.           

UNITE Grant -  This $49,900.00 grant that deals with the Gas & Oil Industry is now being complete on our part.  Our partner Jefferson Educational Services is administrating the grant.  Everyone should have received a questionnaire.  The Director encourages everyone to fill it out.  The Ridgefield group who partnered with Hammontree Consultants will complete the feasibility study.
USEPA Grant –  This million dollar grant will be closed out this spring.  As you were informed in the past, RPC has applied for another USEPA grant ($600,000).  Hopefully we will hear good news sometime later in April or May.  The Director continues to work with the state on the Yorkville Clean Ohio application.
Water and Sewer (Pottery Addition and Adena) The Pottery Addition project is complete except for the tap ins.  They have used the $500,000.00 portion of the construction monies however, originally we used $25,215.40 of LMI dollars and since then we had 4 more residents to assist with one pending.  As previously reported we will be administrating the CDBG funding for the Adena’s Sanitary Sewer
project.  The environmental review is complete and on display at the village.  We have reviewed the bid
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document.  Betty Lou will also be assisting in the draw downs and payments.  The project itself has not yet started.

Land Use Plan – We continue to move forward with this important plan.  Rich has been busy in compiling information and maps for Ben Kenny.  The first chapters of the land use plan were reviewed by the core group and after much discussion accepted.  There is another  core group meeting scheduled for Thursday, March 21st at 1:30 p.m.   In April, we hope to review the Transportation and Utilities chapters; June the Public Facilities and Housing chapters and then in July the Economic Development and Land Use chapters.  All final revisions would be done by the end of August.  We have not yet scheduled an update meeting with the Commissioners.

2012 CDBG – The Director reported we received $227,000.00 and we are being asked by the State to use $25,928.00 of the RLF monies.  The total of the grant will be $252,928.00.  Our targeted areas are:  Adena, Rayland, and Richmond and each should receive about $46,000.00.  Once again we will have Fair Housing at $6,000.00 and home repairs about $74,951.00.00.  Home repair application deadline is March 22nd.  We have sent out RFQ’s with the deadline being March 15th at 3:00 p.m. requesting an engineer to oversee the sidewalk improvements.  On Thursday, April 11, the state has scheduled a FY2013 Community Development application training.  The training will be held in Columbus at the ODOT facility. 

2013 CDBG – The initial communities that expressed interest was the Village of Mingo, Saline and Wayne Townships.  The first public hearing will be on March 21st at 10:45 a.m. in the Commissioners Office.  The projects will be reviewed by our executive committee.
PLANNERS REPORT

As far as the USEPA coalition grant, we currently have completed twenty one Phase I Property Assessments, eleven Phase II Property Assessments, and three Asbestos Surveys.  We are currently in the process of completing two more Phase I reports.  In addition the Brownfields map layer on the County’s website was updated last week to reflect recent progress.  This grant will end in March.

The Planner continues to work with Ben Kenny, the Consultant on the Land Use Plan.  The core land use group will have a meeting on Thursday, March 21st at 1:30 p.m. in the Community Room of the Towers Building to review the Transportation and Utilities chapters.
FINANCIAL REPORT


Betty Lou reported in the Regional Planning account we have a tentative appropriation of $43,006.00 as of the end of January and the current disbursements were $11,800.00 which left a current balance of $31,126.00.  She told the Commission the financial reports which include all the accounts the Planning Commission is administrating were available on the table for anyone who was interested.
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be March 27, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  on the second floor of the Towers.  
ADJOURNMENT


A motion was made by Dr. Wilson to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Mr. Householder; motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted,

Rick Trzaskoma, Secretary

As per Betty Lou Tarr

